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Towards a high standaed of social discipline

Mr. Lee Huan Mew

The Prime Minister, Mr, Lee Kuan Yew
said that the survival and prosperity of a
nation was closely linked to a high standard
of social discipline among the people. He
said that unless people were self-disciplined,
organised and held high the standards of
public health and hygiene, no progress would
be made.

“If you slacken on discipline and allow
standards to go down. then you have lost
everything,”” he warned.

Mr. Lee believed that this was more irue
in Singapore because it is highly urbanised.
He stressed that the people must be educated
to a growing awareness that living in close
proximity in high density areas means the
maintenance of certain standards of cleanliness
and civic-consciousness.

The Prime Minister was speaking at the
closing ceremony of the People’s Association
Second Management Committee Conference on
on July 21.

Earlier in his speech, he said that one
of the things which no donor country could
give another country was good health and high
standards of public hygiene.

“If you are the American or Russian
Government, you can give a stadium, aero-
planes, roads, hospitals, universities or librar-
ies. But vou cannot give another people self-
discipline, organisation, high standards of
public health and hygiene, well-kept roads.
drains which are running, and an absence of
flies and mosquitoes.”” The absence of main-
tenance and the presence of flies and insects
were the tell-tale marks of low standards, he
said.

Easiest Thing

“Newly independent countries face new
difficult problems. In most cases, independ-
ence is accompanied by the popular vote.
This means that if you are the Minister, you
must seek popular support. If you want to
be popular. one of the easiest things to do is
to allow a slackening of social discipline. So
you have the law un-enforced. You allow your
drains to be used as rubbish dumps. You
allow hawkers to proliferate and occupy public
places. and literally abuse public places.

“Your population naturally increases
because other governments present you anti-
biotics, vaccines against smallpox, typhoid or
cholera to keep your population alive. They
may even help feed you and clothe you. But
because you did not do these things for yourself
the pressure of population is too great for
vour administrative capacity and hence the
filth and rubbish and generally your lowered
standards.

(Continued on page 4)
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When you're asked
to pick up the
neighbour’s 5 children
from school—smile.
With an Austin 1100
you can afford to

See the 1968 models now at:

FEDERATED MOTORS LTD

92-100 Orchard Rd Singapore 9 Tel:31143 @ WEARNE BROS (M) SDN BHD throughout Malaysia

SCHOOL

Thanks to its big space inside;,an Austin
1100 will carry your extra passengers easily;
of the 61.5 sq. feet of road it occupies,
36.1 sq. feet is passenger space inside.

A transverse engine takes up less space.
Result, more of the ear.can be used for
passenger space. That's clever advanced
engineering. Other clever ideas in the
Austin 1100 — Hydrolastic suspension
system and front wheel drive.

Clever ideas are for clever people.

1968 AUSTIN 1100 NOW HERE!

CLEVER PEOPLE GET THE




{Continued from page 2 )
“This is what has happened when-
ever power has been handed over from a
colonial government which did mnot have to
seek popular support and could enforce high
standards of cleanliness in the metropolitan
centres, the capital from where they governed.”

Mr. Lee stressed that Singapore could
not afford that, more so as it was one big
urban area, one big city. If people slackened
on discipline and allowed standards to go down,
then everything was lost. No progress would
be made.

“So despite our pressure of population,
despite the fact that we must seek popular
support every five years, we must enforce high
standards. We must educate our people to a
growing awareness that, living in close proxi-
mity in high density areas, certain standards
must be maintained. Because once these
standards go down, it will be extremely difficult
to bring them up again.”

Suggesting measures to improve the

Long - term Answer

standard of social health in Singapore, Mr.
Lee said that for a start, a good cleansing
service and the enforcement of minimum
standards of social behaviour should ke intro-

duced. However, he believed that the long-
term answer must be the education of the
young, beginning in the schools, and ultimately
when they grew up, beginning with their
children in the homes. It might take two
generations to completely educate a population.
“Whilst waiting for this to happen we
start an adult education campaign. This is
what this Workshop has attempted to do: to
bring people with more than above average
civic-consciousness these problems.
They are Leaders

“The country’s leaders can help generate
a mood in which law enforcement becomes
easier and the need for punishment less

frequent.
““Some people must care for the com-

munity. And those who do and set about
doing something for their country, they are
the leaders.

““As a government we have to seek
popular support at regular intervals. But if

we care for the community and around us is
a group of people who join us in caring for
the community, then together we shall succeed.
First what we know must be done, we explain,
and then enforce. At the same time, we start
educating a whole new generation into high
standards.””

March Past of the uniformed Groups on National Day 1968.
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*ONAM »

KAINIKKARA M. KUMARA PILLA!

ONAM is the foremost festival of Kerala- It
is a festival of flowers and feasts and new
clothes, of songs and dancess of physical
and mental skills, contests and recreations-
one long tumultous revelry of exuberant joy
and care - free merriment-

It brings the entire family together. It
draws and merges into one grand sypmh-
ony of intimate communion and hilarious enj-
oyment of the young and old. the rich and
the poor. the high and the low’ of both
sexes. Differences are easily forgetten, inj-
uries are freely forgiven. distinctions are de-
lightfully ignored. The essential humanity,
the spirit of love, equality aad unity, pre-
vails and triumphs.

In Onam too, as in most time - honouf-
ed festivals of the world, myth and legend
religion and bistory as well as the natural
aad spontaneous reactions of the human
spirit to the changing phases and mcods of
Nature, have been inextricably interwoven:
The memory of exactly what great event or
events in the distant past is sought to be
perpetuated by it. no one has said for
certain; and no one can, as a matter of
fact.

One thing. however is certain — Onam is
celsbrated throughout Kerala and has been
from very ancient times- For all practical
purposes, it has now come to be a distinctive
and eXclusive festival of the Malayalis, where-
ver tney happen to be in the wide worlde
And, though the celebration slightly varies in
details from place, tundamentally it is the
same everywhere-

" Onam is sonehow inseparably associated
with the ancient temple of Thrikkakara. about

eight miles north of Ernakulam. &nd the
creat Asura Fmreror, Mehebali, who &cecid-
ing to the Puranas was neatly tricked cut of
his empire and even earthly existence by
Vamana, the midget incarnation & of ' Lord
Vishnu, and confined to the Netherworld.
The main Deity of the Thrikkakkara tempgle is
Vamana- But it is. rather difficuli to say
whether the deity that figures very prcminen-
tly in Onam: °‘Thrikkakkara Arpan’ as he is
called — is Vishru or Sive. both of whem
are supposed to have been ihe titular deites
of Mahabali-

Be that as it may, Mahabali's association
with the lestival is undisputed and significant.
According to one legend, it is a festival in
his honour primarily, a conscious attempt to
revive the halcyon days of his benignant
rule. Mahabaii’'s empire was Kerala; pro-
bably it extended much beyond the Kerala
of to-day- The capital anyhow was
Thrikkakkara: The ancient Kerala kings were
his descendantss When he was dispossessed
of his empire by Vamana, and sent down to
the nether world, he sought only one favour
of his divine conquerer, viz. that he might
be permitted to visit his beloved couniry and
pecple once every year. This was readily
granted by Vishnu. It is supposed that
Onam maiks the occasion of his annual visit.
That is why the land makes elaborate
preparations to welcome him. It would
grieve him very much if he were to find his’
country poor and his people misersble. He

has to be convinced 1hat we are happy and
prosperous. So every cne is dressed in brand

new clothes, there is feasting in every home:*
and universal jubilation.

An old song which is invariably remem-
bered and sung during the Onam festival

5




extols the greatness of Mahabali. When he
ruled over the land, it says, all men were
egual. all were happy. no evil befell
any-body: there was no theft, no deception,
not even the slightest trace of falsehoed;
and all the weights and measures in use

answerd exactly to the prescribed
specifications.
In his achievements even roughly

approximated to this Utopian picture. he was
certainly one of the greatest rulers of the
world, and richly deserves the splendid
annual tribute that is being paid to him with
unabated d=votion and ferveur by generation
after generation of his and his people’s
descendants.

There are other legends too about Onam;
and scholars have suggested also plausible
historical originss But without leading you
into the thorny ground of conflicting legends
and controversial theorisations and specula-
tions about the origin of Onam, I would take
the readers straight inte its living reslity—the
wonderful world of light. laughter and song
it recreates every vear:

Onam which comes in the month of
Chingom (Leo). August—Septembel, is no
less a creation of Nature than of man. It is
as if the very idea has been compellingly
inspired in man by the fresh warmth, bright-
ness and buoyancy which nature almost
invariably assumes at the time.

At long last the extravagant southwest
monsoon has spent itself oute The sky which
had for days and weeks been covered all
over with thick dark clouds is clearing, and
bagins to gleam like a polished sheet of blue
glass. The sarth which had been submerged
in water heaves herself out clean and
beaming like a maiden from her morning bath-
She looks ineffably bright after the elaborate
wash and scrubbing she has had at the hands
of the monsoon. She is dressed in her best
and tastefully decked out- The air throbs
and sparkles with fresh life. And soon there
is a riot of bright green leaves and
multicoloured flowers. Bees and butterflies
come out in their myriads and fill the air
with life and colour- The rivers and lakes
and backwaters have gone back into their
appointed confines but they are full, strong
and challenging. And what glorious nights!—

the blue sky with all the Stars out and
sparkling, and a full moon flooding the world
with her intoxicatidg radiance-

In many parts of Kerala an early harvest
is over and the granaries. big and small. are
fairly full. and even the farm hands have
something left over- Fresh Vegetables are
in plenty. The big banana, which is Kerala's
specialitys not to mention its innumerable
lesser fraternity, matures and ripens in heavy
majestic bunches. May I say in passing
that this big banana is as indispensable to
Onam as even Mahabali or Thrikkakka Appan!
It is a must, Onam is no Onam without it It
has to appear in all its allotropic modifications
in a number of savoury preparations-

To come back to Nature, She is in one
of her monst festive, generous and exuberant
moods, and her call is irresistible. It is no
wonder then that man whole - heartedly
responds to it and gives himselef up to
unbridled enjoyment.

Onam is celebrated for periods of varying
length according to the capacity and
convenience as well as the natural zest of
these who celebrate it. The minimum, or the
greatest common measure, is four days —
Uthradam, Onam, Avittam and Chathayam;
and the most importart of course is Onam:
‘Thiru Onam’ as we call it. ‘Thiru’. meaning
hallowed or revered.

The celebration has mainly three phases—
the religious or guasi religious worship, new
clothes and feasts. and the physical, intellec-
tual and artistic displays, competitions and
entertainments. The festivity is thus all round
and cemplete; and shared in, each in his ol
her own way. by all pecple irrespective of
age, sex, class or caste- Or even creed
— for though it is essentially Hindu in many
respects, the spirit of love and fratermisation
and good cheer with which it is charged.
has given it a regional er national character
and drawn into it Malayalees of all creeds
and denominations-:

If the first audible sign or the approach
of Onam is the Children’s POO-VILL. a
spirited invocation to the flowers, with which
they fill the air, the firat visible sign is the
appearance of a peculiar floral decoration
in the quadrangle or front courtyard of every
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Hindu house. It is really a signal of welcome
to Onam and its two herees, Thrikkakkara
Appan and Mahabali. It is the hallowed place
where their idols are to be ceremoniously in-
stalled and worshipped in due course. It is
generally a circular patch in the centre of the
yard, cleaneil levelled and rammed and polish-
ed with cow-dung. It has.to be cleaned and
repolished every morning.

This patch is decorated with flowers by
the girls of the house. Tt is the boys of the
house who collect and bring the flowers. They
o out in the evening with shouts and songs
and scour the hedges and woods for miles
around and gather fresh flowers of all sizes
and shapes and colours. Water is sprinkled
over them, and they are kept in a cool place
to preserve their freshness. In the early hours
of the morning the girls wake up and take their
bath. For the laying of the flowers is a holy
act and only pure hands may perform it, They
lay them out in beautiful patterns of form
and colour.

Along with this every green, every
available open space including courtyards of

houses, turns into a busy and boisterous
theatre of sports and games. Innumerable
indigenous games which call for strength,

speed, adroitness, accuracy, cleverness, fortit-
ude — in fact, every form of physical ability
and skill and mental alertness — are played
from morning till late in the evening by all
who are not too old or infirm or constitution-
ally apethetic to bodily exercise. When one
game tires, they take to another, and leave off
only to do justice to the sumptuous repast wait-
ing for each in his own home,.

The games are so many and so varied
that I may not find time to make even a pass-
ing reference to them. So I wouldn’t attempt
it here. I will just mention one thing. I said
earlier that the rivers and lakes and backwaters
are full and challenging at this time. Well,
man is not slow to notice that challenge and
meet it. Onam is the time of some of the
famous boat races of Kerala, which rank high
among her main attractions. A large number
of the majestic snake boats, racing together to
the accompaniment of songs, hundreds of oars
plying in perfect unison, is a most impressive
spectable, The songs are known as boat songs,
for they are composed in special metrical
patterns to aid the rhythmic movement of the
oars. They are good literature too and one
of the finest gems of Malayalam poetry is

found among them.

The songs are sung in chorus by a large
number of persons. One leads and the others
repeat in chorus; and”as they sing they clap
their hands to mark the beat. The oars rise
and fall as one, exactly to that rhythm, and
the long boats strain and creak and gather
momentum with every united stroke and
plunge forward and if they were animate
beings charging ahead with concentrated
energy and purpose.

It is the women of the house who bear
the brunt of the festivity, and, perhaps for
that very reasons, derive the greatest exsite-
ment and delight out of it. They have to
busy themselves from early morning till late
in the night preparing and serving for all. And
what food ? People don’t just eat during Onam.
They feast, and feast elaborately and luxuri-
ously at that. The subsidiary items of
eatables that go with rice, which is staple food,
are innumerable in a full-fledged Malayalali
feast — several kinds of fries and pickles and
and curries, and above all the wvarious
‘Payasam’, the famous fluid puddings of the
Malayalis, The preparation of all this is wo-
responsibility, though in respect of specialities
like the last she freely draws on male expertise.
Service is also exclusively hers. The women
of Kerala may not eat until all the other have
been properly fed. Well, they have to do all
this, The great wonder is that they do all
this and still find plenty of time and resilience
to enjoy themselves.

They have a large number of games
and recreations of their own, too many in
fact to be noticed here. There is of course
the ‘Tiruvatira Kali’, the ancient indigenous
dance of the Kerala Women. With blackened
eye-brows and eyelashes, and thilakam on fore-
head, and dressed in spotless white clothes,
usually with gold lace borders, they stand in
a ring and sing and move round and round
taking rhythmic steps forwards and backwards
and sideways. There are various kinds of
movement ranging from very slow to very fast
and brisk. The feet and legs, the palms and
arms and the body, all move rhythmically -
and gracefully in beautiful patterns. The
Tiruvatira Kali is a charming and dignified
dance form. There is an imperceptible but
effective restraint even in its quickest and
most vigorous movements, which imparts to it
a classic respectability all its own.

The spirit of Onam is so exhilarating
that even elderly matrons indulge in these
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recreations with youthful vigour and gusto.
They shed their age and diginity with surpris-
ing ease.

The very old and the physically handi-

caped either sit and watch the others in action
and enjoy a vicarious thrill and excitement in
it, or take to indoor games like cards and
chess. :
Those who prefer mental exercise and contest
to physical, find enough items to keep them-
selves engaged, like - ‘Aksharaslokam’ and
‘Samasya Pooranam’, readings from literature
and literary discussions. ‘Aksharaslokam’ is a
very interesting literary contest. Any number
of persons can take part in it. One recites
a Malayalam or Sanskrit ‘Sloka, stanza of four
lines The next man must recite another stanza
beginning with the first letter of the third line
of the previous stanza and so on it goes. Those
who fail to recite as per rule are eliminated.
‘Samasyapooranam’ tésts one’s poetic skill,
rather, skill in versification. The fourth line
of a possible stanza is given. The participants
are required to compose a full and sensible
stanza with that as the concluding line,

One finds old feudalism at its best
during Onam. As the season approaches, the
tenants and dependents begin to bring presents
to their lords, i.e., the jenmies who own the
land they occupy or the master for whom they
work. ‘Lhe presents are mostly things which
they cultivate like bannas and other vegetables.
The artisans like carpenters and smiths bring
implements and utensils — knives, = ladles,
vessels and so forth.

And they do not go back empty-handed.
They get new clothes, rice, oil, — things which
they are always in need of. And on one of
the Onam days, generally the second day after
Thiru-Onam, they are treated to a sumptuous
feast. Feudalism which generaly degenerates
into oppression and slavery is transmuted by
some magic touch into a. sincers solicitude and
generosity on the one hand and loyalty and
devotion on the other.

All the indigenous arts wake up from
their normal slumber and spring to vigorous
activity. Troupes of village artists — singers,

dancers, acrobats, — go from house to house,
perform their arts and get recompensed in
money or in kind.

Thullal and Kathakali, exclusive dance
forms of Keralag are of a high order, They
are performed only in the homes of well-to-do
people or in temples. But, for all practical
purposes, they are free public performances.
Everybody in the locality is welcome to wit-
ness them.

Whatever might be the actual origin of
Onam, it is certainly an attempt to recall and
re-live some distant time when Kerala was
extraordinarily happy and prosperous, when
her people live in amity and harmony. Onam,
till a few decades back, was observed with such
reverential devotion that want and suffering
were deliberately sought to be hidden under
a bright cloak of assumed prosperity and cheer-
fulness. It was considered a sin to appear ill-
dressed, indegent or unhappy during Omnam.
The poor people would go even to the extent
of pawning or selling their meagre possessions
in order to celebrate Onam in a fitting
manner !

I have painted Onam as it was rather

than it is at present. I shall be guiliy of
having given the readers a wrong idea of it,
if I do not point out that in recent times Onam
has lost much its old glamour and fervour. I
would attribute it to three causes mainly.
Growing poverty is one, Increasing pressure
of life is another, And even more than these,
the third, the indifference and insensitiveness
to certain things which is engendered by over-
sophistication, an inability to discover and

recognise our own deeper roots. Such festivals,

really, have an important role to play in the
emotional integration of a people.

Fortunatly things are changing. There

is a growing recognition of the importance of

this unique festival of Kerala; and a conscious
and concerted attempt is being made to revive

Onam and bring it back to its own in the:
social and cultural life of the people. And the:

Government of Kerala has done a very wise

thing in having official recognition and pairon-

age to it. They declared Onam as the National

Festival of the State, and extended wholeheart-
ed encouragement, support and assistance to:

the people in making Onam the year’s grandest
festival through out the state.
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ONOPAFARAM

It gives me great pleasure to extend on behali of
the Singapore Kerala Association Onam Greetings to all
readers of this annual publication — *“Onopaharam”.

The Singapore Kerala Association has been in
existence for the past 51 years and has enriched its
members culturally and socially and we hope that this
Association will continue to play its role in the cultural
integration of Singapore-

Our young nation is only three years old. Problems
were faced by our leaders with courage and vision and
if one reviews the achievements of the past years. one
must count them impressive.- T h er e isimprovement in
living standards, progress in education, health and social
services and growth in the industrial sector. Such stirring
success prompts me to say that ONAM (meaning peace
and plenty) is celebrated with real significance in Singa-

pore today-

Successs one must remember, is a co-operative
adventure- Thus when Malayalees celebrate Onams, it is
only proper that we do some soul - searching and ask
ourselves: Are we contributing to nation-building in the
best possible. way? We, Malayalees, must not th ink of
ourselves as a seperate entity but as an integral pert of
our multi-racial Republic. Viewed in this light, the Singa-
pore Kerala Association has a vital role in cementing
goodwill amongst the various races and it isin this
context that the celebration of Onam is meaningful-

V. SURENDRANATH,
President
Singapore Kerala Association.
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Dr. Toh Chin Chye, the Vice-Chancellor

of the University of Singapore said that the
time had come to cultivate Singapore's own
ideologicol and culiural values, for without them,
there could be no basis for nation building

and in this task, the universities must ploy a-

leading role. The urgency of the prokblem was
not only ideological but also economic.

He said that while welcoming the ser-
vices of overseas teachers and leeturers who
could offer their professional expertise in the
fields Singapore was lacking, they could not
be expected to supply the inspiration for
nationalism as ‘‘this must come primarily
from our own local téachers.”.

Dr. Toh was addréssing graduates during
the University of Singapore’s Convocation
Ceremony at the National Theatre on June 15.
Speaking on the role of the university, Dr. Toh
said that it needed to review its curriculum
from time to time so that it would be relevant
to the future of those who graduated from it.
Graduates must be equipped with the skills
and versatility which would put them in good
stead in a part of the world where prosperity
and stability were hinged on a strong inter-
action between politics, economics and tech-
nology., ‘ S !

The immediate objective of the univer-
sity was to prepare young mien and women to
meet the challenges of the seventies and there-
fore, greater emphasis would be placed upon
research and teaching in the fields of indus-
trialization, international relations, economics
of shipping and man-power problems, These,
he added were areas which we immediately
relevant to the special situtation for Singapore.

«service and fhad taken leave

%r ‘Ech ehin @hye

Earlier in the address, Dr Toh remarked
that the convocation was distinguished by 179
graduands who had been called up for national

from jamp to
attend  the cerdmony..  He said that the
exchange of cap and academic gown for army
service uniform was symbolic of the dual role
that young men and women must play in nation
building. Tt was symbolic of the need to use

their skills to earn the nation’s living and the

will to defend what was built.

““For those who graduate today to seek
a career in the world of realities this must
be the moment of truth that university
education however scholarly it aspires to he.
cannot be detached form the environment in
which the university is located. This is the
great problem which university educators all
over the world face today .— how to recon-
struct university education so that it will be
relevant to the future of those who will
graduate from it. '

‘It this is so for. highly developed
countries, for a developing society this problem
is even more aeute,”’ he said. He commented
that too often emerging countries were inclined
to fashion their educational prosramme along

- the lines of that of highly developed countries

with the result that what was economically
necessary for an undeveloped country was
sacrificed for what was educationally desirable
in a developed society.

During our colonial past, we had to
turn to overseas institutions to supplement our
own stockpile of academic teachers. But to-
day. as an independent nation, and if the

( Continued on page 68 )
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207: MACPHERSON ROAD:.
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B. KESAVAN

127, RENGOON ROAD,

SINGAPORE-=-s.

TEIES  9373%

BINIVoM;dh 0!

K- KARUNAKARAN

General Contractors
64-B, Race Course Road,
Singapore-8.

Tel: 31855

With Best C’ompfimanta
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-
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96-A, PRINSEP STREET,
SINGAPORE. 7
Building

Civil Engineering

Contractors-

TEL: 20275

With the Complimants
of
LOU TIN BUN CONTRAGTORS |

16. Jalan Bedara, Singapore- |4

Building &

Civil Engineering

TEL: 443574
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K. MOHAMED YOQUSOFF LTD.

( Incorporated in Singapore )

RECEIVING FORWARDING AND SHIPPING AGENTS

168. ANSON ROAD:.

SINGAPORE-2

TEL: 77065 & 77066

$326M 3000 & (0!

K. K. MOHAMED ABDULLAH LTD.

( Incorporated in Singapore )

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

168, ANSON ROAD.
SINGAPORE-2
TEL: 77065 & 77066
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With the C’omp[’zmma
of

NEE KWANG CO-

(General Contractor &  Suppliers) | ceomem] o
J m'lmgd B8O @
1
670, Sembawang Road, s
S m1 adtlcleoma;
} - mI5@ 0o amIG
zngapore 27 9915 d350 a
a 00w eaLn
Importers & Hxporters of Building Materials, Hardware, : :?;f;::f"
Blectrical Accessories & Engineering Suppliers Ete. alaflmelen
om0,
TEL: 59592, 59790 CERTICROTET,
glayles, s
allgmlod m
682l ID
=Nl lmase
854 @ty
FAREAST CARBON CO. || Suson
GRIJeIWe
Sole Agent: B
T sdgloh g8
MORGANITE
ENGLAND .: 4

PROMPT SERVICE | l

( AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ) ey
ASSORTED SIZES AND GRADES READY MADE IN STOCK GREATEST PRESERVATION OF -
“COMMUTATORS”
A THIRTY YEARS EXPERIENCE ENABLE US WIDELY TO RESPECT THESE CONDITIONS WE ARE
MUCH INTERESTED IN BECOMING YOUR ‘' FURNISHER OF CARBON BRUSHES * l

YOU WILL BE COMPENSATED BY HIGHEST PERFORMANCE AND LONG LIFE OF
YOUR PRECIOUS MACHINES

Singapore Office: Kuala Lumpur Office:

223, Telok Ayer Street, 26, Jalan Loke Yew,

Singapore, |- Tel: 76234 & 73897 Telephone: 711628

Cable Address: “FARECAEBON”’ Cable Address: "FARECARBON"

Workshop Address. : Workshop Address: i
17> Cheng Tuan Street, 207-3, Sungei Besi Road,
Telephone: 79271 Telephone: 713438
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LM SENG SOON ELEGTRIG Co.,

36, TANJONG PAGAR ROAD,
SINGAPORE-2.

We specialiss in the repairing of Air-Conditioners,
Refrigerators, Electric Motors, Manufacturing of
main Swich boxes, Panel Switch boards.

General Importers & Exporters of Electrical
Accessories. Appliances Hardwares, Chemicals,
Building Materials, Motor Spare parts, Ball
Bearings, Air-Conditioner and Refrigerator Spares,
Ship Chandlers & General Suppliers.

Tels: 97292, 92352, 74219

Res. Tel: 361362

GOMMERGIAL ALLIANGE GO0.,

75 JALAN WANGI
SINGAPORE-I3

TEL: 82060

With Best Cjompf imenta

]('z.om

Meng Hin Electric Co,

68, T[homson Road, 25 m. s.

Singapore-|.

lel: 511006 & 512550
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Chief Agent for

AUTHORISED TO TRANSACT:

UNITED INVESTMENT & FINANGE LTD.

FINANCE & INSURANCE

40-A CROSS STREET: SINGAPORE-1

United India Fire & General Ins. Co. Ltd.

FIRE, WORKMAN COMPENSATION, PERSONAL ACCIDENT,
MARINE & MOTOR INSURANCE OF ALL KINDS

Cable Add: “GOLDMINE"
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KOMALA VILAS RESTAURANT

‘We Cater at All' Occasions?

Specislised in Al Indian
Vegetarian Foods, Sweets &
Cakes.

76, Serangoon Road,
Singapore-8.
Tel: 2096
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INDIA FLOWER
SHOP

202, Selegie Road, S'pore - 7

Provision & General Merchants

Flower, Garlands, Floral Bridal Seats,
Flower Baskets, Wreaths & Textiles:

Proprietor:
V- S.- M. IBRAHIM
TEL: 34031
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General Piece Goods Merchants,
Gramophone & Record Dealers.
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Rex Restaurant

& Milk Bar

1 3y Mackenzie Road; Singapore-9

KITA SEDIA MENJUAL BERMACHAM2
MAKANAN YANG ISTIMEWA DAN
DI.TANGGONG HALAL UNTOK ORANG-
ORANG ISLAM DAN JUGA KITA
SEDIA MENERIMA ORDER-UNTOK
JAMUAN KAHWIN PICNIC DAN SABAGAI-
NYA, DENGAN HARGA BERPATUTAN.

TEL: 28797
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INDIANS HERE TOLD:

- Make S'pore

your hom

— Krishna Menon

SINGAPORE, Sat. — Indian
to think in terms of **

The call came from India’s
former Delfence Minister, Mr.
V. K. Krishna Menon, who
was here on a private visit.
He left tonight for home.

Speaking to a large crowd
at the Kerala Association in
Race Course Road, Mr. Me-
non warned that any attempt
to create “‘a country within a
country” would bring misun-
derstanding and tension.

He said: “Everyone in the
country must think in terms
of a common destiny and for
the progress and well-being

of the nation.

- “Irrespective of the coun-
try of origin, colour or creed
you must develop a feeling
of affiliation with other

groups in the country,” Mr. .

Menon stressed.

By S. RAI

Mr. Krishna Menon

He pointed out that an
American in Boston would

- think of himself as an Ame-

‘monly caricatured by

s in the Republic were urged today not
a country within a country.”

rican first although his an-
vestor might have come from
England.

. He said that the British
Empire brought people from
different parts here. “They
have gone but you cannot go
back fo your ‘home' becausa
this is your home " he stress-
ed.

“Nohody “is asking you to
forget your culture and tra-
difion but at the same time
you must stop thinking of a
second home,” he remarked.

Politician

The Indian pelitician whe
was brought into the socialist
camp of Harold Laski dur-
ing his stay at the London
Schoo! of Economics, explod-
ed the myth of racial classi-
fication.

He said: “There is only one
race today — the human
race, Nobody is pure Dravi-
dian or European or any-
thing.

“Mankind has got itself
intermingled so much that
today we have lost touch
with our origin.”

Mr, Menon, who is come
car-
toonists = with the walking
stick, was presented a walk-
ing stick by Mr. V. Surendra-

nath, president of Kerala

Association.

Mr. V. K. Krishnan at

Kerala Association-

( Eastern Sun 7th Aoril 68. )
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( Continued from page 10)

university is to play a leading role in nation
building, we cannot expect overseas teachers to
supply the inspiration for nationalism for this
must come pirmarily from our own local

teachers.

““Nonetheless, it would be fair to say
that the best contribution overseas teachers
can make is their professional expertise in
fields where we are lacking.

“Today we look on with dismay at the
state of confusion and disarray which now
prevails in those very same overseas institut-
ions which we had believed to be repositories
of knowledge and scholarship.

““Such a sitnation must lead us also to
question how permissiveness and over indulg-
ence in university life can be justified and dis-
vuised as avant-grade philosophy, a philosophy
which if practised in developing countries can
only ensure that emerging universities will
never emerge.’’

Dr. Toh said that the time had come
to cultivate Singapore’s own ideological and
cultural values for without them there could
be no bassis for nation building and in this
task the universities must play a leading role.
The urgency of the problem was not only
ideological but also economic. The objective
of the university must be to educate young men
and women primarily for the needs of an
economy that covers Singapore and her imme-
diate neighbour, Malaysia. Fifty per cent of
the number of doctors dentists and lawyers
who graduated that day were Malaysians.
Among the Malaysian graduates, there were
54 doctors, 13 dentists and 21 lawyers.

““This is Singapore’s contribution to-
wards regional co-operation and we hope that
this output of trained professional manpower
will help to ease the shortages in Malaysia.”

Dr. Toh said.

It is for these reasons that we must from
lime to time review our curriculum so that our
graduates will be equipped with the skills and
versatility which will help them in good stead
in our part of the world where prosperity and
stability are hinged on a strong interaction be-
tween politics, economics and technology. So
our immediate objective must be to prepare
our young men and women to meet the
challenges of the 1970’s.

“To fail to do so or to encourage the
make-belief that the university is an European

medieval monastery or that the university is.

a permissive society is to betray the future of
our people and to produce end products that
are as anarchronistic as the hoods which you
wear with your caps and gowns,

““We must, therefore, constantly seek
to modernise eduecation be it in school or
university if we are to be succeeded by a
generation that will be able to cope with the
problems of politics and economics in the years
to come.’’

FACTS AND FIGURES

Dr. Toh warned of the dangers of an
excess of graduates especially in developing
countries where slow economic growth offered
only a limited capacity to absorb high level
manpower into employment. He said an
unrestricted educational expansion might well
result in creating unemployment among grad-
uates. Singapore’s output of University grad-
uates this year was 56 per 100,000 population
and the figure compared favourably for the
1961 figures of 63 per 100,000 population for
Taiwan, 82 for Israel, 78 for Sweden and 165
for Japan. He added that the comparison was
only meaningful if Singapore’s economic
growth matched that of the countries mention-
ed.

“Up to date our annual rate of growth
of GNP of 5.7 per cent can sustain the present
annual output of university graduates but
ultimately how much be invested in education
must be determined by what the country can
pay and whether the end products of education
would be employed in the economically pro-
ductive sector.

““Attempts to project manpower require-
ments have so far been empirical. One method
of projection is based on maintaining a stock
of highly qualified manpower as a percentage
of the total population. This percentage
ranges from 0.1 per cent for very undeveloped
countries to as much as 5 per cent for indus-
trialised countries like the U.S.A. For South
East Asian countries the stock ranges from 0.2-
1.4 pe rcent and it has been estimated that the
maximum stock of qualified manpower should
not exceed 2 per cent of the population in 1975.

* Another possible calculation is to pro-
ject the annual output as a factor of the rate
of growth of GNP. Both methods are only
rough approximations and a more reliable
projection of manpower requirements must
await the results of a manpower survey which
is now being carried out.
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“*Singapore s economic growth in recent
years has been founded mainly on construction,
industrialisation and commerce, Qualitatively,
manpower training must therefore he aimed
at satisfying the demands in these sectors.
Shipyards and factories are in desperate need
of engineers. But we are producing eight times
more graduates in pure science than profession-
al engineers.

“Obviously this imbalance must be
corrected by expanding the facilities for
engineering education and diverting student
enrolment in pure science to engineering. This
step will be taken immediately to offset the
shortage of professional engineers projected
for 1971—73,

WOMAN GRADUATES

Dr. Toh observed that a distinctive
feature which was becoming apparent was the
large number of women enrolled in the
university,

““This is reflected in the high proportion
of women receiving diplomas today which is
45 per cent of the total and in fact the number

of women receiving the degrees of Bachelor of

Arts is greater than the number of men.”

He said that such a high percentage was
seen even in highly developed countries like
Japan which had only 22.5 per cent women in
universities and U.S.A. 38 per cent, U.K. 25.4
per cent, Germany 28 per cent, France 41.5
per cent and U.S.SR. 42 per cent.

“This fact proves that intelligence is not
a monopoly of the male chromosome. On the
other hand, it raises a number of questions.
In an Asian society, as ours is, where women’s
traditional role is to be wife, mother and
housekeeper, is our private sector in commerce
and industry ready to accept the woman
graduate as a source of manpower that can
compete equally with men 2?7’

He said that unless the private sector
revised ils conservative attitude towards female
high level manpower then it must be inevitable
that the majority of women graduates would
have to seek employment in Government
particulary in education where there were
alreay more female teachers than male teachers.
If women graduates were not effectively used
by the economically producing sector, then
the high percentage of women enrolled in the
university must be considered a dilution of the
national effort to train high level qualified
manpower for economic growth. The large

number of female students in the university
was a social revolution to which little atten.
tion had been paid: There was no department
of study excepting engineering which women
students had not penetrated in large numbers
and it would be necessary as part of the plan
to modernise university education to examine
what new field of study could be set up in
which women could be enrolled and from
which they could positively benefit.

In the years to come, the University
would more and more expend its energies on
developing postgraduate education and public
service.  Already some members of the  aca-
demic staff had been seconded to serve in the
Foreign Affairs Ministry and Statutory Bodies
and to assist the Department of Extra-Mural
Studies which organises a programme of lect-
ures and courses for the general public. The
infrastructure for a strong post-graduate school
was being laid, he added.

RESEARCH

Dr. Toh disclosed that although the
Economics Research Centre was not apart of
University, as it was being subsidised by the
Ford Foundation, future plans were to imain-
tain the Research Centre as a part of the
University Fconomics Department when Ford
Foundation subsidy expired, He said that since
founding in 1963, the Gentre had provided
basic economic data for planning, and its out-
standing work had heen, for example, the
Sample of Household Survey of Singapore
carried out in conjuction with the Ministry of
National Development, Other major areas of
research were the setting up of a national ac-
counting system for Singapore, compilation of
economic indicators, studies relating to indus-
trialisation and trade and a current manpower
survey which was being: carried out in co-
operation with the Singapore Institute of
Management.

The University, he said, was also acting
as host to the Marine Biology Centre (sponsor-

ed by UNESCO).

“The object of this-Centre is to classify
plankton caught in the different areas of the
Pacific and Indian Oceans. The results of this
research will be invaluahle as they will indicate
those areas of the ocean where fish abound.”

In the field of Medicine, the School of
Post-graduate Medical Education had been
instituted and together with the Institute for
Medical Specialities would train local doctors

By




<Dr. @oh j{eng Swee

The Minister for Finance, Dr. Goh Keng
Swee said that scientists in Singapore had an
important part to play in the nation’s industrial
offort. He added that scientific research would
become more important as the nation reached
the mature stage of industrialisation. It would
then be necessary to specialise and innovate
“to hold our own against other competitors’.

Dr. Goh was speaking on the role of
science and technology in industry when he
addressed a dinner-gathering organised by the

iIn economic

Role of Scientists
*?‘ls

development

National Academy of Science on August 13.
Below is an excerpt of his speech :

The wealth of modern nations depends
on the standard of science and technology
reached in those countries.

Let me cite an example in modern in-
dustry which demonstrates in a vivid way the
contribution modern technology makes to
economic development.

ErE———TE
for higher professional qualifications. Further-
more, he added, the Medical School was also
acting as host for a branch of the International
Agency for Research on Cancer which would
study nasopharyngeal cancer in particular and

- an Immunology Research and Training Centre
under the sponsorship of W.H.O.

He said ““The University is entering a
phase of expansion and it is our objective to
plan for University development for the fore-
seeable next twenty vears when student popu-
lation will be more than double what it is to-
day, The demand on University facilities and
campus space is 'increasing. Already the
Government has approached the University to
act as host for the Institute of Southeast Asian
Studies. So also the University has been asked
to host an Institute for Higher Education and
Development to be sponsored by UNESCO.

EXCITING YEARS -

: “So long as these many centres partici-
pate in undergraduate or post-graduate training
they are relevant and do not impose an undue
strain on University resources. The next
decade will prove 1ot be exciting years for those

who will come in to study and for those who
are in the University to teach and work.
Restructuring of the University undergraduate
curriculum by itself is already a challenge to
faculties to make University education more
relevant and meaningful to our young men and
women who will come in to study, and who
will Teave to participate in the organisation and
funning of our political, business and economic
ives.”

Before concluding, Dr. Toh said: En-
arossed as we are with the task of making
Singapore economically viable and politically
secure, we have no alternative but to place
greater emphasis upon research and teaching
in those areas which are immediately relevant

J

i

w_!s

|

$

to the special situation for Singapore, for

example, in the fields of industrialisation, in-
ternational relations, economics of shipping
and manpower problems.

: “Tn this way, it is our hope that the
University will not fail our 2 million people

in their expectations of what a University can
and should contribute towards the economic

and social development of Singapore.”
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In 1945, the economies of Germany and

Japan lay in complete ruin.

And yet in less than 20 years, they have
achieved a position of economic predominance
while Afro-Asian countries have hardly achiev-
ed ecenomic growth of any significance,

The reason for the startling comparison
in growth performance is that while the Allied
bombers could reduce industrial plants, ports
and railway centres to rubble, they did not kill
off everybody. So the accumulated store of
knowledge of science and technology survived
in the minds of thousands of German and
Japanese scientists, engineers and technicians.
It is this store of knowledge that brought about
the spectacular performance of the German
and Japanese economies,

HIGHLY DEVELOPED

From this example, it is tempting to
rush to the conclusion that what the backward
economies of Afro-Asia need is the application
of larger doses of science and technology to
economic development. I am afraid I do not
entirely accept this conclusion, not because it
is untrue but because it is sterile. Let me
explain what I mean. :

The Americans have the most highly
developed industrial system. A big American
corporation spends more on research and
development each yvear than the entire budget
of the Government of the Republic of Singa-
pore. Literally thousands of scientists and
engineers are engaged by a typically large
American corporation in pursuit of research
and development. They recruit the best scienti-
fic brains turned out by the Universities.

Research in the U.S. is undertaken not
as a fad but out of sheer necessity. Unless a
corporation devotes sufficient resources to the
development of its product or the improve-
ment of its manufacturing processes, it will be
unable to maintain its position against other
competitors in the field, This is the first fact
about the application of science to industry in
the U.S. and in advanced countries generally.

The second conclusion is that industrial
innovation is mow no longer an individual
effort, conceived by an eccentric genius work-
ing in the isolation of his laboratory. Innovat-
ion is more and more the result of organised
team-work in which hundreds and even thous-
ands of scientists are engaged in the advance-
ment of a single project. Where research and
development projects are beyond the resources
of even the American corporation, as for
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instance in the development of supersonic
transport, the Government enters the field.

PART OF MANAGEMENT

The third factor about the American
corporation is that scientists and scientific re:
search are an important part of management
policy. Naturally this differs from industry but,
in the industries with the largest growth rates
in the post-War world, this is a fact of out-
standing importance. Industries such as elec-
tronics, jet propulsion, nuclear power, petro- -
chemicals, rockery and missiles and industries
developing weapons systems, are the fastest
growing industries and the success of a business
is directly related to the success of its research
programme.

Fourthly and as a result of the other
preceding factors,  scientists often occupy key
positions in management. They do it in two
ways. First, by promeotion upwards through
the ranks of the hierarchy of management.
Second, by forming their own corporations
themselves, ofien with modest beginnings and
eventually because of technological speriority,
expanding to giant size.

That is the American scene. Not even
Huropean industry can compare with the
Americans in respect of sheer range and
volume of the application of scientific research
to industrial development,

When we come to Singapore, the picture
is, of course, entirely different,

If any member of the Academy of
Science instead of making a general appeal
were to ask one of our industrialists to spend
money on scientific research, he will ask you
exactly what you mean by this. What kind of
research, how to do it, how much will it cost
and to what purpose ? Finally, how does this
increase his profits ?

It would be wrong to regard such an
industrialist if he confronts you with this awk-
ward battery of questions as incorrigibly
obscurantist. After all, the American indust.
rialist, when he spends $500 million on re-
search and development, does so because the
monetary returns he expects from research and
not because he holds advanced views about
the value of science and scientists. The
American industrialist engages in research be-
cause it pays him to do so. The Singapore
industrialist does not do- so because there is
no money in it. That is really how matters
stand. ;

This does not mean the Singapore in-
dustrialist does not introduce new products




_ ornamental ceramics,

into our economy or that he does not rely on
modern technological know-how. Of course
he does. But he does not have to start from
scratch. He makes use of the products of
research and developments undertaken in ad-
vanced countries rather than try to work it all
from first principles, :

Where he is faced with a major tech-
nical problem, he can obtain the most advanc-
ed technological services by engaging overseas
consultants for a fee. This fee is pretty sub-
stantial but he has the confidence of having

available scientists or engineers of proven
merit, Where the technical bugs are of lesser

complexity, he has available the services of
the Industrial Research Unit in Singapore.
The services of the Unit are much sought after
by the industrialist. These services are charg-
ed for at the full cost and are not offered at
subsidised rates. '

Does this mean that scientists have no
role to fulfil in our industrial effort ? I think
scientists have a role to perform and in fact
have in performing this role.

First, in the indentification of invest-
ment opportunities in ‘Singapore, scientists
can assess technological possibilities more ac-
curately than others. A chemist was responsi-
ble for starting the distillation of sandalwood
oil in Singapore from sandalwood logs import-
from the Celebes. The layman would not
dream of doing such a thing. Another field
in which profitable investment is possible is
7 Scientific research can
tell us the best glazing techniques using locally
available clays. There is a field of fruitful co-
operation here between the scientist and the

. artist, one to provide know-how for the manu-

facturing process and .the other to produce
distinctive designs.

Secientific research will be more import-
ant in our indusiry in the years to come when

“we reach a mature stage of industrialisation.

it is likely that we shall find that our industries
At a later stage of the industrialising process,
would move at unevén rates in various fields.
In other words, we shall tend to specialise in
some branches of industry which will grow

faster than other branches. - It is our industries

would feel the need to innovate in order to
hold their own against other competitors.
They will then engage in research as others
have done. Y e o i

It is too early to say what are the in-
dustries in which we will specialise. My own
belief is that it will be in the metal engineer-

-~

{

ing and fabrication industries. If this proves
correct, we shall have to initiate research act-
ivities in a particular branch of this industry,
possibly sometime in the mnext decade.
Whether this is to be done by industry or by
Government or though some co-operative end
eavour between the two, are questions which
will be resolved when we have to face them.

In the mean time, I suggest that scien-
tists in the Republic equip themselves with a
more exact and intimate knowledge of indust-
ry than they now possess. I offer two suggest-
ions for your consideration.
you can look for investment opportunties
yourself within the range of your own special-
isation. I have mentioned sandalwood oil dis-
tillation and I mentioned ornamental ceramics.
Several pharmaceutical plants have recently
been established in Singapore by people with
scientific training., No doubt, there are other
possibilities awaiting to be seized.

Let us not forget that even in the United
States where research and development largely
result from organised teamwork in big
corporations, there is still room for individual
initiative.

My second proposal is that you make a
study of applied industrial research as carried
oul in universities and other institutions in
small countries. It is improbable that in this
century, a small economy like Singapore’s
will be able to mount a research effort at the
frontiers of knowledge along the lines Ame-
rican industry is now doing.

But the case may be differsnt with less
ambitious projects more concerned with utilis-
ing available raw material resources for comm-
encial uses. At ome time a lot of work was
done on the utilisation of pinapple waste. 1
believe the results were negative for pineapples
continue to be wasted. But that is no reason
to believe that a solution cannot be found.

I understand that there is a proposal to
establish an Institute of Applied Technology.
Such an establishment can go into these matters
in more concrete form. The pay-off will come
if we accept the limitations which the small
size of our economy places on what it is
practical to produce in our situation. If we
keep both feet on the ground, forgo grandiose
schemes and avoid sterile generalisations, I be-
lieve that the yeild from sensibly-directed
generously-financed research of this kind will
vield very substantial dividends. But it is for

you, as scientists, lo prove this proposition -

correct. As an economist, I can only wait on

the side-lines in hopeful anticipation.
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Singapore Restaurant
Estd: 1911
697, North Bridge Road,
Singapore-7 -
Qur Specialties:
MURTABA, CHICKEN & MUTTON
CHICKEN BRIYANI & MUTTON BRIYANL,
CURUMA SPECIAL. INDIAN. CURRY AND
MANY OTHER VARIETIES.
Special order can be executed.
A trial will convince you.
Preprietor:
C- H. ABDUL KADER BROS-
TEL:%2/ 5119
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OUR ADVERTISERS

(INDIA’'S
CHOS
South - East Asia Film Co-. Shaw Brothers H\GH
Lio Seng Construction Limited. . Ani Mani Porchalai
Tan Thye Heng (Gold smith _ Sithi Vinayagar Co-
Jewellers) Ltd. e e s
The Uaited Commercial Bank Ltd- S - a_rage Bat e T viahon
Federated Motors Ltd. : F_‘:nnamaxm Bros. ‘
N. C. Senan & Sons. Chee Hwa Co BRANC
N- S. Dbharan RaFna Film Distributors- (Sg
K. Mohamed Yousoff Ltd- Krishna Medical Hall
K. K. Mohamed Abdullah Ltd. United Investment & Finance Lid- T
B. Kesavan. ' Bharatha Press
K. Karunakaran- - Lian 8eng Motor Works L m—
Hin Yip Co. . . & —
Lou Tin Bun Contractors Lian Seng Agency
- Nee K Co, '
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(INDIA’S QUALITY PRODUCT)

CHOSEN WORLDWIDE FOR THEIR
HIGH QUALITY AND DURABILITY

USHA INTERNATIONAL

BRANCHES IN SINGAPORE AND THROUGHOUT WEST MALAYSIA

Ce Ltd.

( Sponsored by Engineering Export Promotion Council, Calcutta )

TERM CONTRACTORS M. P.B. W.
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KHONG WING GONSTRUCTION Co,

98, Jellicoe Road,
Singapore-8
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There's |
an A/R about /W,

Whether you fly East to.West or West to East, and whatever your
destination a stop-over in fascinating India is an opportunity too
. good to miss.
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