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Dr John Chen

Minister of State

Ministry of Communications & Information Technology and
Ministry of National Development

Singapore is a multi-racial country. We need to promote the culture of the
respective ethnic groups to strengthen our cultural roots. At the same time,
we need also to ensure that there is social integration and cohesion so as to

achieve racial harmony. :

In this regard, | am pleased to note that the Singapore Kerala Association is
committed to doing both. Your annual Onam celebration and your plan in
developing a clubhouse to provide care services and a unique cultural experience
to members of your community as well as Singaporeans in general, reflect your
determination to contribute to nation building.

| wish you every success in your endeavours and a happy and prosperous
Onam.



ilkAir now flies to Thiruvananthapuram, also known as Trivandrum,
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message

M M Dollah

President, Singapore Kerala Association

A VISION AND THE MISSION

Tonight, we are celebrating the first Onam of the new century and the new millennium. We have
been celebrating Onam Nite and Onam Sports on a grand scalg ever since the inception of Singapore
KeralaAssociation in 1917. All the Executive Commiittees of SKA in the past eighty three years were
busy promoting our language and culture. Though we cannot and should not deviate completely
from this noble objective, time has come to ponder over this goal. This was perfectly all right with
the first generation and, to some extent, the second generation Malayalees but definitely not with
the third and the fourth generation Malayalees who now form the bulk of the community.

We need a broader vision and a clear mission to attract the new generation to our folds. Every
Malayalee child born here must be able to identify himself/herself with his race or language even
though he may not be able to speak, write or read his mother tongue. A Malayalee child born here
must be able to say, “| am a Malayalee and | am proud of it.” He must feel proud enough to associate
himself with SKA.

SKA must be committed to take concrete measures to build a more cohesive Malayalee identity
and be a steadfast reminder of where we came from and where we are heading to. We are not only
committed to uphold our ethnic identity but also to affiliate our children within the multi-racial
backdrop of Singapore by promoting the concept of a community-based self-help group.

In order to achieve our objectives we need a bigger and better place to organise our activities.
The present building is neither conducive nor viable to organise meaningful activities for the changing _
needs of our younger members. The Executive Committee is now working on a |0-year strategic
development plan to build on our current assets. The plan, in a nutshell, is to lease out the current
building and acquire a temporary bigger place to provide care services (Child Care, Before and After
School Care, Pre-School Care etc.). The ultimate aim is to obtain a piece of land to erect a permanent
building to house all our activities under one roof. This is, indeed, a massive task which can only be
achieved with the full support and cooperation of all the members of the community. SKA needs to
embark on a massive membership drive to get at least 75% of the Malayalees to join the Association.
In addition to this, numerous fund-raising projects are also required. The details of this plan will be
presented to you in due course. In the meantime, | appeal to all of you to give your undivided and
whole-hearted support in our efforts to build a dynamic and plausible community which will be an
asset to our Nation.

Wish you Happy Onam!



Incomeshield

f o ,
\‘I S
\

$240,000:

Medical Protection

Make Use Of Your CPF Medisave For Up To
$240,000 Of Medical Protection Till Age 80

An unexpected visit to the hospital can considerably drain
your finances. Incomeshield protects you and your family

For more information, simply mail/fax the coupon or call us.

against medical costs up to $240,000 each, using your CPF Telephone : 788 1111 g;tn Fn'g:gg:$ :g 333223
Medisave to pay premiums. Now it even covers up to age 80. Email ; sales@income. com.sg
Premiums Payable By CPF Medisave Website : WWW.INCOMe.COM.SY
Each year, for as littlle as $16* from your CPF Medisave as premiums, ©——~—————— —— — ———— — —— — |
you can enjoy comprehensive medical protection from Incomeshield. | . Yes! | am interested to know more about Incomeshield. |
What’s more, we guarantee you an automatic renewal of your | Name: |
Incomeshield policy every year. | NRIG/Passport No.: |
The Highest Lifetime Protection Available | Date of Birth: (D) (M) ) |
Among all medical plans that can be paid through your CPF Medisave | occupation: |
account, Incomeshield gives you the highest lifetime protection available. | Are l
Coverage Now Extended To Age 80 | Postal Code: |
Incomeshield is the only medical insurance that covers you all the way | Tel No.: (H) (0) |
to age 80. In this way, you can be assured of comprehensive medical | h |
protection till a ripe old age. ] E-mail |
Are you an Income policyholder? [ Yes [INo SPHOD
Low Deductible & Co-Insurance i Mail NTUC INCOME l
That's not alll Under Incomeshield, you pay a low deductible and co- | ailto p %6 |
insurance. This means that your share of the medical bill will be reduced | Bras Basah *0.B0x 00 £ LN |
substantially. | Singapore 911802 @) % = |
* Premium is based on age attained LFit(.)_ R aE' IEQT_ N —IECEM—E _— S|

NTUC INCOME ¢ A Leader In Life And General Insurance

75 Bras Basah Road NTUC Income Centre Singapore 189557 » Website: http://www.Income.com.sg
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6 February 1999
kerala nite

Audience.




Traditional Costume.

Children’s drama.
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5 September 1999

Inaugural Song -
Mrs Shailaja Raajeevan
and party.

i
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Lighting of De

o ; !
by Mrs Santhanavalli Thamburatty.

epam

SKA President
Mr M M Dollah declaring
open - Onam Sports 1999
and welcoming guests and
participants.

Musical chairs on the go.
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Bursting Balloons.

Guest of Honour, Mr S Iswaran

(MP for West Coast GRC) and
SKA President, Mr M M Dollah enjoying a
moment at the Onam Sports.

Atta Poovu competition for ladies.

Guest of Honour, Mr S Iswaran
giving away the prizes.
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The Guest of Honour, Mr R Sinnakaruppan,
MP for Kreta Ayer/Tanglin GRC, being welcomed by
SKA President Mr M M Dollah

Kaikottikali - Choreographed by
Mrs Vanaja Nair and Mrs Chandrika Nair.

| 2 & :
Folk Dance - Sujatha Nair, Sheila Nair and Rashmi Pillai.

Mohini Aattam -
Mrs Beena Krishna Kumar
and Miss Saritha K R.
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Onam Queen 1999 - Display of Colours.

Children’s Drama - “Onam Vannu”
Written/Directed by

Mrs Shailaja Raajeevan.

Our young artistes - our future
acto rs/actresses.

Crowning of Onam Queen 1999 -
Dr Deepthi Nair.




Kerala Nite / Deepavali / Cultural Show.

28 October 1999.

Campbell Lane -

Costumes of Kerala.

Kerala Nite - 6.2.99. Singapore Kerala Association.
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Light refreshment for
Kalabhavan Artistes.

SKA members at Father Abel’s speech.



28 October 1999
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Nambuthiri Woman and Family.

Thamburatti and son
(Mrs Chandira Gopinath
and Rakesh).

Brahmin Family
(Mrs Chandrika Nair, Anil,
Reseena and Refeezal).




Muslim Couple
(G. P Ravi, Saraswathy Pillai).

Christian Family -
Bala, Mrs Mary and son.

Kiran, Bala, Menon, Nathan and Anil.
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Pramod Gopalan and Radhika.

WQ

Rajagopal.

Ry

Shanmugadass.




Jemeela.

g
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Karunakaran Pillai.
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| ABM Malabar Ghee che ' ABM Malabar Chrcken Kabab ABM Malabar Prawns

@® Incredibly delicious Prata's of Singapore
® Fresh & Crispy on the outside tender inside

@® Exotic Murtabak with Chicken/Mutton/Sardines,
Onion and Eggs filling

Catering

Service
Available

ABM Malabar Murtabak, ABM Malabar Chapati, ABM Malabar Dosai,
- ABMMalabar Ghee Rice, ABM Malabar Chicken Kabab, ABM Malabar Prawns
| Briyani: Chicken/Mutton/Fish. Mutton Masala, Chicken Curry,

.~ Fish Sambal, Cuttlefish Masala , Sri Lankan Crabs, ldly and
| many more

Fresh Food - Cool Environment

A.B. MOHAMED RESTAURANT ABM RESTAURANT PTE LTD |
276-278, Serangoon Road 136,Syed Alwi Road (AirCon)

Tel : 298 1010 Tel : 299 2723
{ PLEASE VISIT OURS:

A.B. MOHAMED TRAVEL & TOURS PTE LTD

* WORLD WIDE AIR TICKETING  TRAVEL INSURANCE
* HOTEL RESERVATION PACKAGE TOURS TO INDIA
* LOCAL SIGHTING TOURS UMRA TOURS

S 1L1C. NO : 952 p g

IATA

278 SERANGOON ROAD SINGAPORE 218105 TEL : 2975041 FAX : 2975043
E-mail : abmgroup@singnet.com.sg URL : www.abm-group.com
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SKA - Ladies Wing

Home-cooked Kerala food.

Queing-up.

Ladies Wing in action.

21



Skin Problems?
Headaches or Migraines?
Arthritis, Rheumatism or Spondilitis?
Neck, Shoulder, Back, Hip

or Joint pains?
Now Discover

the Natural Healing Ways of
Ayurveda

Ayurveda, an ancient system of medicine evolved over 5000 years
in India, is recognised by the World Health Organisation.
Ayurveda is well known for its healing ways, because it goes into the
rool cause of your ailment, Itis effective for a variety of health conditions,
including skin problems like psoriasis. Ayurveda also helps prevent
health problems by strengthening your body resistance.

Now for the first time in Singapore, you can have the unique benefits
of Ayurveda exclusively at the Gift of Nature Health Centre.

Your health will be managed by qualified and experienced practitioners
of traditional Ayurveda - through different types of herbal and other
natural therapies. And we have other specialities such as Aromatherapy,
Homeopathy, Naturopathy and Reflexology as well.

Our herbal oils are scientifically processed from a vast variety of natural
ingredients, and then fortified to obtain the best results,

Ayurveda means the science of fife. If you want to know how Ayurveda
can help you, come to us for a consultation.

9 iRRSSa]
Charakas Ayurvedic & Aroma
Therapeutic Health Centre Pte Ltd

Natune's Oasis of Fealth

Call us at 8367666 or 8367664 for
an appointment.
Open 8 am to 6 pm Mondays to Saturday
Sunday & Public holidays on request

144 Bukit Timah Road (opp Newton Post Office)
Singapore 229853

Fax: 8367677 Email: gonature@singnet.com.sg

As a social service, The Gift of Nature Health Centre is making this special offer for you to see how
Ayurveda can help you to live a healthier life. To make your appointment under this scheme, just fill
in this coupon and mail it to:

The Gift of Nature Health Centre, 144 Bukit Timah Road, Singapore 229853

Name

Address

Tel Comfort Badge No:

Some of the therapies available

Therapy Naﬁé :
Effective for

Therapy Name
Effective for

Therapy Name :
Effective for

Therapy Name :
Effective for

Therapy Name &
Effectﬁfz for 5

Therapy Name :
Effective for  :

Therapy Name :
Effective for

Therapy Name :
Effective for

t Gift of Nature

and muscle was
rejuvenative. He

alysis, theumatic
gﬁ:er{a% skin disea
reducing the burning sensa

body pains and aches, Strengthens an
tones up the muscles. Proven to improve
complexion. '

Nasyam e
Chronic headaches, sinusitis, facial
paralysis. Toning up of the brain. Brings
alertness and sharpness to various mental
faculties. Improves the functions of

eyes, nose and ears. Induces sound sleep.

Vasti
Paralysis, low backaches due to different
causes, rheumatoid arthritis etc.

Udwarthanam
Reducing blood pressure, blood cholesterol
and obesity.

Sirto Vasti

: Facial paralysis, cerebo vascular damages,

headaches and certain neurological diseases.

Call us at 836 7666 or 836 7664 Open 8.amto 6,30 pm
for an appointment

8L0ift of Nature

Mondays to Saturdays
Sundays & Public Holidays
on request

144 Bukit Timah Road

Charakas Ayurvedic & Aroma
Therapeutic Health Centre Pte Ltd

Natiwe's Casls of Health

(opp Newton Post Office)
S'pore 220853 Fax 836 7677
Emall: gonature@singnet.com.sg

IR RE R R+ B 4 54 40 20%

fER B, KEARREDOHLELFHLSITN, BATUTAEFE:
KERRETD, 144EREADE, Himik 229853,
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Fiji Crisis Exacerbates Ethnic Divide

By: Asad Latif

THERE are four means of avoiding the fate of Fiji's first ethnic
Indian Prime Minister, Mr Mahendra Chaudhry, who, along
with members of his Cabinet, was taken hostage in the
country'’s Parliament complex by a group of people claiming
power in the name of indigenous Fijians.

These ways are:

Try not to be part of an ethnic minority.

If you are, try not to belong to a minority that is a part of a
diaspora.

If you are, try not to be economically successful.

If you are, avoid aspiring to political power at all costs, even
if, demographically, you are close to making up half of the
population.

If only Mr Chaudhry had followed these simple rules, he
would have been a far happier man and his country would
not have been convulsed by crisis.

The truth of the matter is, however, that minorities are as
much a fact of national life as majorities are. (In any case,
there is no way of preventing oneself from being born into
a minority.)

Some minorities, especially those that are diasporic, also
develop traits of survival that lead to success. Bereft of the
assurances that come from being indigenous, they tend to
be hard-working and thrifty.

And, when they grow rooted to the soil, they do not find it
unnatural to exercise the political rights which the
Constitution grants them, as it does to the indigenous.

That is what Indian Fijians did.

Like the Chinese in several places, they have discovered that
it does not pay to be rich and develop a sense of attachment
to their chosen homes.

This is because, once a community is defined as indigenous,
other communities must, by definition, be outsiders? even if
they have lived on the same soil for generations.

The case of Fiji is truly ironical.

“For, in Fiji, there are more Indians than Fijians,” Professor
D.A. Low said of the demographic situation there in the
early 1980s.

In his book, Eclipse Of Empire, the former Cambridge
historian noted how a fragile balance was sustained between
demography and politics. “Yet, thanks to British colonial
policy, Fijians dominate the police, the bureaucracy, the

Mo
[#%]

army, and the land, while their Prime Minister (Ratu Sir
Kamisese Mara) expertly enticed Fiji's Gujeratis and Indian
Muslims into his Alliance government so as to leave Fiji's
mainly north Indian Hindus in a political minority.”

Two developments destroyed the balance.

First, people of Indian origin were overtaken in numbers by
the indigenous population.

Second, elections in April 1987 undermined the dominance
of the Alliance Party and produced a multi-racial coalition
which divided ministerial jobs evenly between ethnic Fijians
and ethnic Indians.

Hardline indigenous nationalists responded with two coups
that year which deposed the new government and instituted
a racially-biased constitution that guaranteed Fijians a
majority of parliamentary seats.

Events took a remarkable turn with the adoption of the
1997 Constitution, which allowed all races access to power
and under which an ethnic Indian became Prime Minister
for the first time in the country’s history.

This week, Fiji's military rulers bowed to indigenous
sentiment by scrapping that multi-racial Constitution.

This is how things go on.This is how they will go on.

It is naive to expect politics in multi-ethnic countries not to
reflect the competing economic and social interests of their
various communities. However, politicians who believe in
the national interest try to blunt the edge of ethnic
competition by formulating policies which further the
common interests of all groups.

Instead, if politics becomes nothing more than an expression
of conflicting interests, it prevents countries from rising
above ethnic fault lines.

.

Fiji's political regression dramatises the point.

It is difficult to see how the overthrow of a democratically
elected government can resolve the economic problems of
indigenous Fijians. But, then, in ethnically-charged situations,
economic arguments are no more than a cover for an
outburst of primordial sentiments.

The crisis in Fiji will not help the indigenous economically.
All it will do is exacerbate the ethnic divide.

ARTICLE BY COURTESY OF STRAITS TIMES
OF 2 JUNE 2000

(Asad Latif is a senior writer with The Straits Times)
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CONSULTANTS PTE. LID.

We provide Company Secretarial
and other related services.
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Dr Bina Kurup

M.C.G.P. (S'pore)
Senior Family Physician
Physician Co-ordinator

SURELY IT‘S NOT THAT SERIOUS!

MBBS (S’pore), M. Med (Family Medicine)

Minor symptoms that mask major diseases! How do you recognise them early?

Itis not uncommon to find someone dismiss his symptoms of vague upper
abdominal pain as for ‘wind’ or ‘indigestion’, and self-medicate with antacids
for a long time before discovering that these were actually early signs of stomach
cancer! A more acute upper abdominal pain may easily be mistaken for acute
gastritis, only to end up in the emergency room several hours later as a‘Heart
Attack'.

There are several medical conditions like these that do not present typically
with definitive symptoms. Hence professional help is not sought early enough,
and diagnosis is delayed, much to the detriment of the individual's health.

In some situations, evolution of symptoms takes time and may be unusual,
even for the most astute physician. | would like to highlight in this article,
some symptoms that are frequently mistaken as benign cenditions, but which
end up with devastating consequences.

The following important conditions will be highlighted;

- Heart Attack

- Stroke

- Acute Appendicitis
- Glaucoma

HEART ATTACK (or Severe Gastric Pain?)

Most people may already know about the typical symptoms of a heart
attack.The problem is that it can present unusually with just excessive sweating,
neck or arm pain, or even ‘gastric’ pain. In diabetics, it may even be silent with
no symptoms, but instead present later with its complications, like heart failure
or abnormal heart rhythm with fainting or giddy spells.

Those who are at a higher risk of developing a heart attack include people
with the following;

» High Blood Pessure

* Diabetes

* High Blood Cholesterol /Fats

* Smoker

« Family History of heart attack (especially if less than 40 years old)

So particularly for those at risk, it is extremely important that you recognise
some of the symptoms of a heart attack so that you can seek professional help
early. If you are attended to within the first six hours, with current emergency
treatment, blood flow can be restored to the heart muscle, with great
improvement in overall survival and long term prognosis

Here are some symptoms of a heart attack you should not ignore ;

* Uncomfortable pressure, fullness, squeezing or pain in the centre of the
chest lasting more than ten minutes

* Intense prolonged chest pain, especially at rest

* Pain spreading from chest to shoulders, neck or arms

* Prolonged pain in upper abdomen

* Chest discomfort with light headedness

* Nausea, vomiting, intense sweating

* Onset of shortness of breath at rest

* Fainting

If you have any combination of these symptoms, ‘seek help early’.
Furthermore, households with family members at risk should know about
CPR (Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation). Such skills may be life-saving in
emergencies.

STROKE (or just a fainting or giddy spell?)

A stroke can indeed be a very frightening and devastating illness that has
great impact on the family's resources, especially on its social and financial
aspects.

B
n

Yet, if a stroke in evolution is recognised early, and treatment is sought
promptly, as with a heart atrack, blood flow to the brain may be restored
adequately enough for even full recovery. .

Apart from the more easily recognisable symptoms of one-sided weakness
and numbness of the body with slurring of speech, here are some more that
could still mean a stroke or an impending one;

» Confusion or fainting

* Trouble speaking and understanding

* Dimming, blurring or complete loss of vision in one or both eyes
* Trouble walking or dizziness and loss of coordination or balance
* Severe headache, with no known cause

Again, the sooner emergency treatment is instituted, the better the
outcome.

ACUTE APPENDICITIS (or Gastric flu?)

Some cases of appendicitis may present late at the emergency room because
the person mistook his symptoms of abdominal pain with slight fever as that of
food poisoning or gastric flu, without seeking any medical attention. In the
complicated case of appendicitis the person may be in a collapsed state and
may even die.

To alert oneself to the possibility of appendicitis, the usual pattern of
presentation should be recognised. This being said, it still holds true that in the
first one to three days of an appendix infection, diagnosis may be difficult.

Initially, the person may experience upper or central abdominal pain, with
or without fever: This may be accompanied with nausea, vomiting, poor appetite
or diarrhoea. The pain later localises to the right lower abdomen, the area
above the groin.

(NB. Food poisoning is usually not associated with high fever,and usually
does not last more than two days.)

GLAUCOMA (or Sore Eyes?)

The most common cause of red eyes is a viral or bacterial infection of the
eyes called conjunctivitis. This is highly contagious,and is transmitted by direct
contact, and not by looking at each other. It usually takes from 3 to 5 days to
recover but have been known to last for as long as 2 to 3 weeks. Vision is_not
affected.

What is important for you to be sure is that the redness of your eyes is
not due to Glaucoma, a sight-threatening condition. Some symptoms of this
condition include;

* One-sided painful red eye
* Haloes around lights

= Blurred or impaired vision
« Tearing

* Headache

» Nausea or vomiting

If you have any of these symptoms you may need to see an eye specialist
urgently. Glaucoma, if diagnosed late or left untreated, can lead to blindness.

CONCLUSION

So you see, it can indeed be serious! And serious things can happen to
anyone of us! But the greater your awareness of potentially serious symptoms
which require early medical treatment, the better your chances of recovering
with less complications.

YOUR HEALTH IS INYOUR HANDS!
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Bharath Watch Pte. Ltd.

WE ARE SPECIALIZED IN SERVICING PATEK PHILIPPE, ROLEX,
OMEGA, LONGINES, AUDEMARS PIGUET, VACHERON CONSTANTIN,
RADO, SEIKO, CITIZEN AND ALL OTHER, QUARTZ AND MECHANICAL
WATCHES. ALL REPAIRS ARE CARRIED OUT BY VITB QUALIFIED
TECHNICIANS AND SUPERVISED BY SWISS TRAINED WATCH MAKER.

OFFICIAL DISTRIBUTOR
OMEGA RADO PENS
TISSOT LONGINES CARTIER
6 SR FAVRELEUBA VISR LR
CITIZEN LASSALE DUPONT
SWATCH CHARLES JOURDAN CROSS
MIDO MOVADO SHEAFFER
CHRISTIAN DIOR MICHEL-HERBELIN PARKER
EBEL BULOVA CHRISTIAN DIOR

172, Serangoon Road, Singapore 218053
Tel: 293-4029 & 294-6918 Fax: 291-2380
E-mail: bharath @singnet.com.sg
Internet: http://www.watchworld.com.sg
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Information technology,
business and the law

SuchitthraVasu
LLM - Monash, Melbourne

Barrister at Law (England & Wales)

“IT” seems to be the key word being used today in most progressive businesses in Singapore.What is this new word all about? Quite
simply it is the explosion of information technology in a dynamic economy that is moving ever so rapidly. If you are not IT savvy these days,
it is not that you will not survive in the changing trends of the e-world, but you are definitely lagging far behind. This is the digital era where
the speed of thought is captured almost as quickly as electricity. The commercial world is using electronic modes of communication and
laws are being adapted to cope with these changes.

What is knowledge?

Long ago, Francis Bacon said “Knowledge is Power.” Today this statement has certainly stood the test of time and proven to be as true
as light. Information technology is truly about how information combined with a value added service is churned into knowledge which is
best harnessed if shared. Minds at work blended with experiences and information provide the infrastructure for knowledge. Knowledge
has a human element and encompasses values and attitudes of society. Knowledge worlk is a process whereby information is gathered from
various sources, cultivated and put together forming a whole new product with a specific information content. It is the harvest of this
process that results in knowledge.

In the Victorian age, education was given a prime status and a knowledgeable man was said to be an educated man. Education is however
not only about information. It also includes the process whereby one acquires experience and knowledge is the bi-product of education. In
today’s society, emphasis is being placed on harnessing the best and most of knowledge. Knowledge is stored in the computer known
commonly as a database so that it can easily be retrieved by one and all. This intelligence source is changing world trends today and most people
are equipping themselves to get well versed with the computer to have access to access packages such as the internet on world-wide-web. At
the click of the appropriate button on the computer you can get information and knowledge on almost any subject so that the need to plod
through books for information is becoming less of a norm. Information technology has certainly put the pace for retrieving information ahead
of the yesteryears. It is this trend that has also caused economies to flourish because information and knowledge are all readily available.

Recent trends in Business

Singapore was awarded “intelligent status” by theWorld Teleport Association and telecommunication magazine for its IT2000 Masterplan.
On our country’s agenda is a strong focus on telecommunications infrastructure and investments in information technology with a view to
broadening the horizon of knowledge amidst various industries and organizations. As Singapore advances with trends of assimilating most
of the advancements in Information technology the knowledge worker has become a bi product of the workforce. Thisis a new word used
to describe this special breed of IT savvy worlkers. To cope with these advancements in technology being IT savvy is a necessary means to
the success of this society.

We hear so often of electronic commerce. Electronic commerce is simply all about speed and precision in modes of communication in
this rapidly changing economy. E-mail, the internet, cellular phones, laptops are all the modern day equipment for the IT savvy knowledge
worker who can turn information to knowledge on the push button mode. You can work from the home, from the office during and after
hours at anytime, and at all times and at times almost all the time to communicate with persons within the country and persons across the
oceans. Some have got into the habit of working a 24hour 7 day week routine since all these gadgets are so easily available making
communication and the retrieving of information so easily accessible. .

How the law in Singapore has kept up with changing business trends

Various countries are at different stages as regards coping with the changing global economy. Singapore has amended its Evidence act
(Chapter 97) and enacted the Computer Misuse Act (Chapter 50a) to cope with the changes. It has also enacted the Electronic Transactions act
1998 (Chapter 88) which is modeled on the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law - Modal Law on electronic commerce.

Important Changes in the Law on Electronic Commerce

In the preceding years, effective communication in the commercial world was encapsulated in the famous Postal Acceptance Rule. The
Postal Acceptance Rule allows for effective communication in a contract whereby a party accepts an offer by posting a letter to conclude
a contract. This is considered acceptance even if it never reaches its destination. It does not however allow for acceptance if the letter
intending to conclude a pending offer in a contract is handed over to the postran. Though this law remains in force the need to cope with
trends in electronic commerce has become imperative. Today perhaps the most important change is related to the mode of communication.
The Electronic Transactions Act endorses the UNCITRAL Modal Law on electronic commerce. Section || of the Act states: “In the
context of contract formation, unless otherwise agreed by the parties,an offer and the acceptance of an offer maybe expressed by means
of data messages. When a data message is used in the formation of a contract that contract shall not be denied validity or enforceability on
the sole ground that a data message was used for that purpose.”

So all the e-merchants of Singapore will be pleased to know that they can trade freely within the realms of electronic commerce and be
assured that they will be protected by contract law both locally and internationally. Data messages are therefore acceptable in the commercial
waorld for the formation of a contract. It is reiterated that basic contract law becomes applicable as there are no changes in contract law.
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James Puthucheary

Always a Radical : By Michael Fernandez

He was a radical for nearly half a century. Since after his
release from Changi prison in November 1963, as he was
banned from politics, he concentrated mostly on his legal
practice for nearly a quarter century. A stroke rendered him
speechless for a few years before mother earth claimed his
ashes. He lived a full and exciting life. James lived and studied
in the elite Johore English College. He was the eldest of five
boys & five girls. The father was a senior Govt. officer and
mother was a devout Catholic housewife. James could speak
Malayalam, Malay, Tamil & Hindi. The influences that radicalized
him were the Indian Independence movement.

During the war, he joined the Indian National Army to
fight the British, (in Burmah), military wing of the Indian National
Congress Party led by Nethaji Subhas Chandra Bose, because
he believed that the Indians should govern themselves. He was
influenced by the Indian Communist Party. He joined the Raffles
College in 1947. He found some of his fellow students were
equally radicalized by the Japanese occupation, the British
Military Administration and more importantly, the successful
liberation movements that were sweeping across Asia,
particularly, China, India, Indonesia and Philippines,Vietnam &
others. A small group of idealist firebrands were members of
the Anti-British League, an underground clandestine group
which provided a fertile ground for the recruitment of cardres
for the Malayan Communist Party. They had a definited political
agenda : to create a truly united Malayan nation, a Malayan
society and culture. They also championed the cause of
University and student autonomy. In 1949, John Eber, former
Malayan Democratic Union (dissolved in Junel948), vice
chairman in a talk in 1949 “future trends in Malaya” declared
that Malay as a living language, could develop and act as an
effective medium of communication in the world of commerce,
science and technology.

James Puthucheary was more specific.Writing in the medical
college union magazine 1949-50, he explained as the non-Malays
formed an economically important community “were here to
stay and could not be absorbed by the Malay community. The
Malays should therefore accept the non-Malays as an integral
part of the nation. The concept of the Malay nation “is essentially
racial and would result in suppressing the non-Malays” who
have contributed extensively to the wealth and progress of
the country. He also advised the non-Malays should stop
drawing political and cultural inspiration from their countries
of origin and regarding Malaya as an economic cow for
investment and remittances. They should cut off all their
overseas ties and merge themselves into the emerging Malayan
nation. The students in the University of Malaya were divided
on ideological lines than on race.

This nationalistic political agenda was formulated by their
former MDU leaders such as P. V. Sharma, Eu Chooi Yip,
Joseph K. M. Tan, Lim Chan Yong and Lim Kean Chye. Those
formulations were enthusiastically accepted by James and his
supporters — Abdullah Majid, VWan Sulaiman (both former
editors of Malayan undergrad), Aminuddin Baki, President,
the Federation of Peninsular Malay Students, Syed Mahadza,a

student councillor of UMSU and others such as George,
his brother, Sidney Woodhull, Jamit Singh, Beda Lim, Low
Wah Lian, J.T. Christie. To underscore their commitment,
the Raffles College, debating society organized a debate
entitled “ The Inter Marriage Between The Different Races
of Malaya Are Essential In OrderTo ProduceTrue Malayans”.
James, Christie and Hedwig Aroozoo (Anuar) spoke
fervently but lost the motion to the East VWest Society by
77 to 94 votes. How many votes the same motion would
attain in a crowd of 500 participants now, | wonder.

The radicals in the Medical College as well as the Raffles
College, strategically did not try to capture the top
leadership of the student bodies but were successful in
controlling their propaganda organs - the UNDEGRAD, the
MALAYAN ORCHID medical students mouth-piece, the
CAULDRON, the Debating Union’s magazine & the official
organ of the Medial College Union magazine. These students
lambasted the European academics, the University
authorities for their double standards. They also highlighted
the undesirable ffeatures of campus life in the Undergrad
“Fear stalks those who express opinions which do not find
favour in the influential quarters. Apprehensions of this
nature are very real and are no figment's imagination” (The
undergrad, 18/1/1950). The left-wing students campaigned
for better hostel conditions, University autonomy, student
autonomy, freedom of expression, action, political clubs
and even wanted a student political party called Malayan
Students Party, and aslo student representatives in the
StudentVWelfare Board whose demand the authorities threw
out.

The radical student leaders & the University found
themselves united on one issue to ban “ragging” which the
general body of students overwhelmingly voted for at the
general meeting on 9th May 1950. The pro-ragging faction
was led by two conservative medical students-
K.Kanagaratnam & Chee Phui Hung. The President, Geoffrey
Leembruggen & Gen.Secretary James Puthucheary opposed
the motion & staged a walk-out. The meeting then passed*
a vote of no confidence. Another debacle that annihilated
the radicals was when the ABL group overplayed their hands
by condemning, in a leaflet, the salary scales & the service
benefits between the European & the Asian civil servants.
The Special Branch (now, the ISD) pounced on the group
and detained them in Jan 1951. The leaders, James
Puthucheary, Abdullah Majid, Lim Chan Yong and’ Joseph
Tan had the first taste of prison life.

After his release a year later, James Puthucheary rejoined
the University where there was a change of Vice Chancellor:
Sir Sidney Caine. James managed to convince Sidney Caine
that it would be politically expedient to allow the students
to set up Political Clubs so that they would not be tempted
to join the communists, as has happened to him (interview
with James by Dr.Yeo Kim Wah |2th March 1991). James
along with Poh Soo Kai, Sidney Woodhull, Wong Gungwu,
M.K. Rajkumar, Philomen Oorjitham, Arud Sodhy, Thomas
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Varkey and others formed the University Social Club and
the Pan-Malayan Students Federation in early 1953. Though
there was bitter rivalry between the Medical and the Arts
grads on the field and on the stage at forums & debates but
when it came to national issues like Malayan Nationalism,
jobs & service conditions for local graduates, the medicals
joined the arts grads. They too wanted to have a say on
the policies of the University education. The University
Ordinance provided for two graduate representatives from
the Guild of Graduates. The Medical college alumni & the
Stamford Club wanted more seats on the University
Council. In order to speak in one voice both groups
managed, after 5 years of talking, to form the University of
Malaya Society in July, 1954, with .M. Byrne as president,
Dr. Tay Teck Eng, vice president,Dr.Toh Chin Chye, secretary,
Dr. Goh Keng Swee, treasurer, Yong Nyuk Lin, James
Puthucheary, Hedwig Anuar, Prof. Kiang Ai Kim, Mrs Minnie
Knight & Philip Liau as members.

In the beginning, the Society was politically driven. It
changed its character naturally when Paul Abisheganaden
took over. It became culturally driven. The NUS Society
members can be proud of the fact that its Founder Members
also became the founder members of PAP and its top
leadership in the first fully elected PAP Govt: Dr. Goh Keng
Swee, Finance Minister: Dr. Toh Chin Chye, Dy. Prime
Minister: K.M. Byrne, Minister for Labour & Law;Yong
Nyuk Lin, Education Minister.

James Puthucheary was appointed manager of the
Singapore Industrial Promotion Board. James along with
Lim Shee Peng laid the foundation for the Jurong Industrial
Estate with factories and other infrastructure to attract
the foreign investors with pioneer status.This body became
the forerunner of the Economic Development Board later.
James was also appointed as the Chairman of the Central
Provident Fund Board which started the old-age retirement
fund scheme.

In early 1954, the eight-member, editorial board of the
Journal of the University Socialist Club, FAJAR, was arrested
by the police for sedition for an article entitled “Aggression
In Asia” — condemned the formation of anti-China, anti-
communist, anti-liberation movement of Asia, the treaty
called SEATO by the US, Britain, Australia, New-Zealand
& Pakistan.

The eight students were: Poh Soo Kai, James
Puthucheary, Kwa Boo Sun, M.K. Raj Kumar, Lam Khuan
Kit, P Arud Sodhy, Thomas Varkey & Edwin Thumboo. Sir
Sidney Caine, the Vice Chancellor, bailed out the students.
The Chancellor of the University & the Commissioner
General for South East Asia, Malcolm MacDonald, was
unhappy over the arrest and advised the Governor Sir John
Nicoll to release the students but Nicoll informed the
Colonial office that it would be unwise to do so. In the end
the students were acquitted by Justice FA. Chua and they
were defended by the Queen’s Counsel, D. N. Pritt &
assisted by Lee Kuan Yew.

Soon after the case, James having graduated in
Economics, (with honours) worked hard for the formation
of the PAP in Nov 1954. He then joined Lim Chin Siong
and Fong Swee Suan in the Trade Union Movement along
with Jamit Singh & Sidney Woodhull. After his third arrest
in 1956 & during his long incarceration in Changi Prison, he
wrote his major work, apart from writing some poetry, in
economics called: “The Ownership & Control of the
Malayan Economy”, mainly with the assistance of his fiancée,
Mavis Scharnivel. It detailed the information about who
controlled the Malayan economy; exploded the myth that
the Chinese commercial interests dominated the Malayan
economy to the detriment of the Malay Rayaat. The myth
was a political ploy invented by the British & propagated by
the British media so that they could divide & rule the Malayan
people. It was the first serious economic study of its kind
undertaken by a Malayan national. The book was used by
the University for the FirstYear students in the early sixties.

In the split that took place in 1961, within the PAP which
led to the formation of the Barisan Socialis, James, though
too busy with his two jobs & law studies was persuaded by
Lim Chin Siong, Dr. Poh Soo Kai, S. Woodhull & Dr. Lim
Hock Siew to become an advisor to the Party. Thus, he lost
his two jobs. During the Operation “Cold Store”, in Feb’
1963 both James and his younger brother Dominic,
S.Woodhull, Jamit Singh, Albert Lim Shee Peng were also
arrested, along with 120 others for opposing the merger
terms with Malaysia. Being Malaysians, they were sent to
KL and then released in Nov 1963. Though they were
banned from participating in politics, James being passionate
on national issues, contributed immensely to the urgent
tasks of building a united Malaysian nation. He also actively
participated in the National Unity Council and the National
Economic Council set up by Tun Razak after the May 1969
riot. By then, being a law graduate from the University of
Singapore in Law, he decided to go into private practice.
He became, disillusioned with the world communist
movement in general and in particular the policies of the MCP-

Both Singapore and Malaysian peoples lost the services
of a brilliant mind! His former Prof. of Economics,and later
Vice Chancellor, Prof. T. Silcock described him as"A person
of formidable intelligence, corrosive and most enjoyable
sense of humour, and a great personal charm”. His fellow
students remember him as a “very bright” student who
had the courage to question or even challenge their
lecturers’ views in class.

THIS ARTICLE APPEARED IN THE NEVY STRAITS TIMES
ON 29-4-2000.

Footnote: Some facts were taken from the following:

a) The NUSS story, 1994

b) Dr Yeo Kim Wah'’s Article “Student Politics in the
University of Malaya, 1949-1951" Sept, 1991 in the Journal
of South East Asia Studies.
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AYURVEDA

THE SCIENCE OF LIFE

“Ayurveda” - The Science of Life is the traditional
Indian system of medicine which started some 5,000
years ago in India contemporary to the Vedas. The 4
Vedas ‘Irik’, ‘“Yajur’, ‘'Sama’ and ‘Adharva’ are the oldest
manuscripts available and Ayurveda is considered as
the fifth veda. ‘Veda’ in Sanskrit means knowledge.

The ancient Indian Saints/Gurus through their
observations and experiences developed this system
of complete healing. They found that a harmonious
living with Mother Nature is ideal for health and well
being. They define health as the mental, physical, social
and spiritual well being. These gurus or Acharyas like
Caraka, Susrutha wrote texts on this subject and are
called ‘Samhithas’, became the basic text of two
different schools of thought. Caraka Sambhitha
emphasises on general medicine while Susrutha
Sambhitha on surgical cure. That is why Susrutha is
considered as the father of surgery.

Ayurveda mainly depends on plants and dairy
products for its treatment. Certain herbo-mineral
combinations and pure mineral preparations are also
in use. Some preparations also contain animal products
like musk and civit.

60% of the Indian population still depends on
Ayurveda for chronic ailments. The Southern part of
India, Kerala is the cradle of Ayurveda. Plenty of
medicinal herbs are available in Kerala/Tamil Nadu
border. There are more than 3,000 identified and
screened drugs in this system, more than 500 which
are used almost daily.

Ayurveda is a comprehensive system of health care
and its many elements work together for specific
illnesses. Ayurvedic medicine is based on the principle
that every individual has a unique constitution that is
related to energies within their body. These basic
energies are termed VATA, PITA and KAPHA. A good
balanced constitution is the best defence against
illness. If our body is functioning at optimum levels,
there is no way for ill health to gain a stronghold. A
poorly balanced constitution or derangement in the
equilibrium of the basic energies make one susceptible
to illness — both physical & mental. So Ayurveda aims
at the balance of these three vital energies (called
doshas, three together is called the Tridoshas). Each
individual constitution is controlled by all 3 doshas to a
different degree, but we usually have one or possible
two dominant doshas. A practitioner can assess your
physical, mental and behavioural status and can
determine to which type (Prakruthy) you belong.

Ayurveda has its own theory and prescription for a
good life. Preventive aspects of Ayurveda has been
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much appreciated by the modern world. It includes
personal hygiene, diet regimes and behavioural codes
etc.

Therapeutic aspects of Ayurveda mainly
emphasises to achieve an equilibrium of the tridoshas.
It mainly includes detoxification/elimination therapies
which is well known as PANCHAKARMA. These 5
therapeutic programmes to detox the body and to
maintain health is getting popular all over the world.
This includes Emetic therapy (inducing vomitting),
Nasal Infusion, Purgation, Medicated Enemas (Vasties)
and Blood Letting. Besides these Ayurveda has
pallative methods of treatment (Samana therapies)
which includes different types of massages and local
medicine applications. This includes Njavara rice
massage, Leaf Bolus massage, Oil massage, Powder
massage, different kinds of drippings on the head and
body. This Panchakarma and Samana therapies are
tailored differently for individuals according to their
dosha type and ailments. The medical combinations
used for this purpose will also differ from individual to
individual. Two persons having the same type of
complaints will be treated with different medicines if
they belong to different dosha types. This is where
Ayurveda is a unique system of healing.

Ayurveda has treatments for conditions such as joint
pains and aches due to various etiology for example
cervical spondilitis, intra-vertrbral problems, muscular
and nervous dystrophies. Various skin disorders such
as psoriasis and eczema can be controlled through
Ayurvedic treatments. Chronic sinusitis and migraine
can be effectively treated with Ayurveda.

Certain food regimes are very important during this
therapy. Vegetarian food is ideal during Ayurvedic
medication. Too much chillies and spices are not godd.
Chilled and refrigerated foodstuff is not advisable.

Ayurvedic treatments and prescriptions when
adopted as lifestyle will become ‘A Science of Life’.
Ayurveda is accepted as an alternative medical system
and it is getting popular all over the world. As such |
confidently say that its effects and attractiveness will
assure longevity and pain and ache free lives of human
beings.

Dr K.S. Nandalal
(formerly lecturer - Dept of General Medicine
Vaidyaratnam Ayurvedic College, Trichur, Kerala)
Central Ayurvedic Consultant

Gift of Nature Pte Ltd
144 Bukit Timah Road, Singapore.
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My brother, Sudharshan & sister in “Onakodi”.

“SO that’s India” | said as my mother
pointed out on a map. | was on my school
holidays and my family and | were at the
Airport waiting to board a flight to India
to celebrate Onam. As my brother, sister
and | were going to India for the first
time we were quite excited.

It's already ten thirty said my father.
We had better go to the Immigration
checkpoint to check the passport. We
looked for our boarding lounge. After
about five minutes or so we were sitting
in our boarding lounge waiting. The time
came and we boarded Singapore Airlines.
Soon the plane took off in time and we
were amazed. The stewardess was very
kind to all of us throughout the flight and
served us with sweets drinks and small
toys. The food that was served was very
tasty and we finished every thing.

Finally after four hours we reached
Trivandrum. Many relatives were waiting
for our arrival at the airport. | had seen
some of them in photographs but did not
know who was who! We got into old
fashioned cars which was called

Appop

Onam in

By S idharth Nair

vy
pa s Country Kerala

Sidharth Nair

Kaikottikali dance.

Ambassador. After a long drive we
reached the ancestral home of our grand
parents. We were greeted with love and
laughter. The home was old but nice
looking with many rooms and a lot of
wood work. Very different from
Singapore home.

I was told by my cousins, that the rainy
season was over and now it was spring
with the smiling sun,green grass and smell
of fresh flowers in the compound. Every
one was very happy as harvest was over.
Plenty of grains and coconut was all over
the field. One by one my cousins, uncles,
aunties arrived from far away places.

| came to know from my grandmother
that the festival of Onam in Kerala
welcomes the legendary King Mahabali.
The story goes, that the celestial people
of heaven, who were afraid of the Asura
King Mahabali, sought the help of
Mahavishnu. Knowing very well
Mahabali’s charitable heart,Vamana asked
for “three feet of land”. Vamana then took
the “Viswaroopa”, and conquered the
world with his two feet. Without
hesitation, Mahabali gave his head for the
“third feet of land”. Before sacrificing
himself, he requested to be allowed to
visit his people of Kerala. People
decorated their homes with flowers
called “Athapoo” for ten days, to
welcome the King to their homes. The
female folks prepare this flower
arrangement in a circular design.

This is followed by a lot of merry making
with games, songs and dances called
“Kaikottikali". Tasty dishes and traditional
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sweetmeats (payasam) are served.

We visited many of our cousins homes
and enjoyed their warm hospitality and of
course the delicious food. We visited many
places. One special place was a library
built and donated for the people, by my
“Great Grand Appopa”. We were very
proud when we saw his life size picture at
the entrance of the library.

Finally we had to leave for Singapore.
We left Kerala with good feelings as we
were able to see our“Appopas” home in
Kerala. Once again the flight took off in
time to Singapore with lasting memories.

Padmanabha Swamy Temple.
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An Unsuitable Boy

A look at lighter side of life in Singapore
By Sankara Ruby

A decade is a long time in life, which goes so fast.

And | am nearing a decade in this beautiful, well
organised and working city state and when | look
back on these years which had flown by so quickly,
many many incidents of a funny nature and also of
great seriousness come to my mind.

We belong to a strange group which fits in neither
with the locals nor with the other newer brigade of
expatriates in the so called dot com industry i.e. tie
and suit clad, being called the “siranthara vasi” by
the Tamil channels, very near sounding to
“daridravasi” but hopefully too far away in meaning
(no need for translation for us Malayalees). This was
wonderful since we could mix with both the groups
and contribute to both or create chaos whichever
way our distracters wish to call it. And most of these
are created through our one and only Singapore
Kerala Association.

With roots in a small village in Kerala and being
most comfortable in lungi and no shirt, | was and am
a misfit in the apparent sophistication of Singapore.
| would rather be there in Kerala in my lungi on top
of a mango tree with my mobile phone, an old and
dilapidated but working model, than be at the Raffles
Country Club listening to people eating all hyped up
dishes with spoon and fork which | still find it difficult
to use and have to think where the fork goes and
where the knife goes. | like to eat with the hands and
lick my fingers afterwards which is most ideal for our
staple foods. No offence meant to a socialite
Malayalee who once sent her chicken flying to my
plate after struggling with it with knife, fork and the
two sticks that are sometimes offered in some
restaurants, which | use later to play at home.

Over the years we have been converted from fire
brand Malayalees to very soft and obedient members
of the community since in this city state there is really
no chance to complain and lose one’s temper since
everything works so well, so little of bureaucracy and
hardly any disruption to any services. Only complaint
| have is that “it is too comfortable a place.” We really
envy the Singaporeans and are happy that this
chance has been given to us to be part of this society.
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While the people like us contribute marginally to
the Singapore economy being in what my friends
call the talking business, a lot of our friends are
contributing in high technology, information
technology, health services, teaching etc. and this
makes me proud that a Malayalee is indeed a very
good member of society when outside of Kerala.

Also over the years, because of anno domini i.e.
growing old, my fascination with the Singapore girl
has diminished and may be because of the penalties
involved in going further than thinking about them
and not even looking. Recently | was shocked to read
about a person who was so fascinated that he had
started stealing stuff belonging to these ambassadors
(sorry cannot épell the feminine word for this if at all
there is one) of Singapore and if | had not controlled
my fascination | may have been in the same boat or
sake deck as the case may be. My eyesight had
diminished over the years by enjoying the beauty
and trim figure of the girls and women here. | also
pity some of my dear friends who try to follow with
similar dress styles on totally unsuitable Malayalee
frames.

Above all | like the multicultural aspect of
Singapore and the way all communities and races
live together without sacrificing their roots or culture.
Even when the public is interviewed after a major
news story there will be interviews with two Chinese,
one Malay and half an Indian reflecting the population
spread across the races.

| have also greater knowledge now of the most of
the three letter words used here like HDB, ERP, CPF,
EDB, SIR and myriad’s of others even though | am
still not able to reach anywhere as regards taxi fares
since there are several ifs and buts and qualifiers to
make even a mathematician lose his marbles.

On a serious note my wish and hope for the
Malayalee community here is that we should all be
in the same boat and row together for improvements
in our lives. Otherwise the boat will remain at
Thirunakhara.



\

With With
the Gompﬁkzzenfs o/ the Gomp&'mezz/s o/

WS

THE NEW AND USED BOOKS
& MAGAZINES PEOPLE

C GENTRE

ESTABLISHED IN 1977

Business H(_)urs:
Monday - Saturday (10.30 am to 8.00 pm)

1 Sophia Road #02-14 Peace Centre 18 Buffalo Road, Singapore 219788

Singapore 228149 Tel/Fax: 337-2387 Tel: 299-5605 Fax: 292-3744
E-mail: alif 786 @singnet.com.sg . .

. ) .
: E-mail: narumex @mbox2.singnet.com.s
Website: www.sultanabookstore.com ’ = -

-
\

-

-

L%c/ﬂzow/e@e/ne/zé

The President and Executive Committee of Singapore Kerala Association
would like to express its appreciation and gratitude to the following:-

Dr John Chen, Minister of State
(Ministry of Communications and Information Technology and Ministry of
National Development) for kindly consenting to be the Guest of Honour.

Our Well Wishers and Advertisers for their valued support.
Performing Artistes for their unstinting support and contribution.
Haniffa Textiles for its kind sponsorship.

Ms Priya Kumar for the Malayalam typésetting.

All those who may have helped in one way or another
but may have inadvertently overlooked.

38




The Law of Skullduggery

A Short Story by Nair Ashwin

Sir William Pierce, a sexagenarian, picked up the
half-empty cut-glass crystal decanter of brandy from
the table and held it feebly in his hands. He brought
it to his lips and took a gulp of its amber contents. It
was nearly midnight and it was time for him to return
to his palatial abode at the other end of the town. He
walked with the distinct unsteady gait of a drunk
towards his carriage waiting just outside the bar.

As he neared the carriage he felt two pairs of
strong arms grab him in a vice-like grip. AlImost
immediately, he received a stunning blow to his face,
and Sir William succumbed to the pail of blackness
that encompassed his being...

“Wake up sir. Open your eyes... God, is he alive?”
the anxious yet mellifluous voice of a young girl
assailed his ears. Sir William’s eyelids parted and
he beheld the form of a young garbed in a dirty cotton
frock kneeling by his side.

“Are you alright sir? Your face is dreadfully pale.
Shall | help you sit up?” the young girl asked.
Sir William let out a soft moan of agony. A sudden
high-pitched shrill of a police whistle pierced the thick
stagnant air like a hot knife through butter. The girl
shot to her feet when she saw an approaching police
officer. Her face transformed into a mask of terror.
She turned and began to run. The policemen,
however, was too fast for her and he apprehended
her after a short chase. Sir William witnessed all this
without uttering a word. The girl turned towards him,
her eyes moist; filled with desperation. She pleaded
for help but the knight remained silent. If he said
anything in the girl’s defense, his reputation would
be destroyed. He would no longer be remembered
as the intrepid soul who decimated hundreds of
enemy soldiers during the war, but rather as an old
man who sought help from a young street urchin.

Another officer of the law appeared at the scene
and helped Sir William to his feet. After inquiring
about Sir William's well being, he accompanied the
decrepit knight back home. The officer who had
captured the girl was delighted. He had made his
first arrest since he took up the job as a policeman a
fortnight ago.

It was the nineteenth century. The time of the
extraordinary British domination of the world of
commerce. Crime was rife in England. The distinction
between base avarice and honest ambition was
becoming exceedingly fine. Even those whose
coffers required no further addition were involved in
some way or the other in criminal activities. Despite
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the close proximity of great riches and profound
squalor in London, it was deemed incongruous for
those of noble status to mix around with the destitute.
Nevertheless, numerous crimes were masterminded
by the rich and executed by the poor. The presence
of law enforcement did not serve as an impediment
to crime. It instead was almost non-existent and thus
belied its purpose as a law enforcement organisation.
It was this flaw of the rather inefficient police force
that Jonathan Fowler wanted to see corrected - the
goal that he had set forth to achieve since he joined
the police a decade ago.

Jonathan Fowler was tall and bronzed with brown
hair and moustache. He was broad-shouldered and
thin-faced with soft, quick, intelligent eyes. His years
of committed service afforded him the grandiose title
of Deputy Chief Inspector.

It was the fifteenth of February 1855. Fowler had
just completed a modicum of the paperwork he was
to submit to his supervisor by the end of the day.
Fowler was a man who led his life based on an
invariable subroutine and he would unequivocally be
irritated if his work were to disrupt the routine he
zealously adhered to daily. By the time Fowler
submitted the documents to his supervisor, it was
already well past five.

“Good afternoon Fowler. | see you have faithfully
completed your work,” Chief Inspector Michael
Harranby warmly greeted the flustered Fowler.
“I must commend you on your commitment. As you
know, | might have to forego my tenure as Chief
Inspector soon and in my opinion, you are most
suited for the job. | would be filled with an
overwhelming sense of pride if you were to be my
successor”.

Fowler coloured slightly at the praise, Harranby
was heaping on him and merely smiled rather
sheepishly. Harranby resumed speaking.

“You look a trifle annoyed. It must be because of
the long hours you have spent to accomplish your
work. Ah, the exigencies of law enforcement have
taken up more and more of our personal time,” he
sighed. Fowler nodded in concurrence.

The following day, whilst working, Fowler spotted
an envelope lying on his desk. He opened it and read
the letter it contained in its entirety. His quick yet
thorough perusal of the letter revealed that a man
who wished to remain anonymous had some
information about an obscure underworld
organisation operating in London and he wished to
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pass the information to Fowler later that day at the
address stated in the letter. Fowler was immediately
excited. If he managed to shut down the underworld
operations with the information he was about to
receive, his promotion would be more imminent.

It was after lunch that Fowler stepped out of his
carriage squinting at a ramshackle edifice, which
stood cheek by jowl with a few other equally run-
down buildings. The air was warm and redolent of
horse dung. Fowler disported himself in raiment of
sober nature and his ludicrously polished shoes
gleamed as he strode with an arrogant gait towards
the entrance of the building. He scanned his rather
malodorous surroundings as he entered the building.
Fowler was brusquely greeted by a gargantuan figure
of a man who had an ugly white scar across his left
cheek. The man seemed to know who Fowler was
and he led the Deputy Chief Inspector through a
labyrinth of corridors to a room of considerable size
at the back of the building. The room was bare except
for a flimsy wooden screen that divided the room
into two. The scarred man pointed to a solitary chair
that stood by the screen and motioned for Fowler to
take a seat.

“Good afternoon Mr Fowler,” a voice from the other
side of the screen said, startling the Deputy Chief
Inspector.

“Good afternoon sir. | respect your decision to
remain anonymous but such an appallingly unclean
and squalid tenement is no place for two of us to
meet,” Fowler enunciated. One might have expected
the informant to be at least mildly affronted by
Fowler's temerity, but the man behind the screen
continued in a cheerful voice.

“Mr Fowler, | would like to express my sincere
apologies. | found this place most suitable for us to
meet in private, away from prying eyes. Thus |
implore you, bear with these uncomfortable
surroundings for just a few minutes.” His voice
seemed strangely familiar to Fowler but he shrugged
off his suspicions thinking that he was being
paranoid.

“Before we begin, | would like to say a few things,”
the man said. “I have attempted through my line of
work to provide honest work for the poor so as to
prevent them from being tempted into lawlessness
and improvident promiscuity. Their hardship
transcends mere mortal comprehension. They are
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stigmatized by the rich who expoit the poor at the
expense of their personal happiness. The destitute
find it impossible to make an honest living within the
ambit of the law, hence increased crime rates. How
else are they to survive in this world that bows in
obeisance to materialism? Just recently a young girl
was arrested for allegedly robbing that old fool
William Pierce. If you had spoken to that imbecile of
a man, he would have explained that she was just
trying to help him.”

“Sir William Pierce is a knight. Despite his age,
he is a well-respected subject of our empire. You
are defaming a knight. You claimed to have some
information for me but all | hear is you ranting and
raving about the unfairness of lifel” Fowler interupted.

“Forgive me Mr Fowler. | am somtimes prone to
circumlocution and | get carried away,” the informant
apologized.

“l am not interested in what you have for me
anymore. | cannot tolerate your rather childish
behaviour any longer. | am going to leave!” Fowler
announced portentously, standing from his chair.
Before he could turn around, a paroxysm of pain shot
through his head. The pain tore through his brain in
a blinding, jaggedly excruciating white bolt that
made him crumble to the ground. Standing before
the supine figure of Fowler was the huge scarred
man toting a wooden club.

The informant stepped out from behind the screen
and bent over the inert form of Fowler. His urbane
voice dropped to a sibilant hiss. “You are dead
Fowler. Your insolence and incognizance have cost
you your worthless life! Curses on you, you blithering
fool!” Turning towards the huge man, the informant
asked, “Has Sir William arrived yet?”

The man nodded and replied, “Indeed he has,
Mr Harranby,” waving towards the doorway where
Sir William stood with a briefcase of soft leather in
his hands. Chief Inspector Michael Harranby walked
towards the knight and greeted him.

“Good job, Inspector. Here is the money,”
Sir William said, handing the briefcase to Harranby
who checked its contents and smiled.

“Thank you sir. Now of course, your son will take
over my position in the force and | will see to it he is
sworn in by next week,” Harranby assured the knight.

With a guileful grin Harranby walked out if the
room, a newly made millionaire.
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IN A DILEMMA

BY REETA RAMAN

My generation, the Gen-X'ers as we are
frequently referred to are a problematic bunch of
people. On the other hand, we belong to the new
economy generation: mobile, educated, liberal in
our outlook and we have friends coming from
various nationalities. Most of my Malayalee friends
hardly bother about jati (caste) when it comes to
looking for a suitable marriage partner or even a
boyfriend. Yet, on the other hand, because of the
efforts of our parents and grandparents, we try to
retain our Malayalee Toots and traditions in the
midst of globalization and westernisation
pervading in almost everything we do these days.

However, rest assured all my Malayalee friends
are fiercely proud of our heritage, yet we are
confused. The confusion comes when we have to
cross the thin line between tradition and societal
norm. For example, in matters of the heart, one
half of our conscience feel that we have the liberty
to be able to look for our partners/boyfriends, after
all we are the ones getting married, not our
parents. Race, ethnicity or even nationality do not
bother us because communication, respect and
love are the ingredients for a successful
relationship or at least this is what our CORT
lessons in school teach us. This is what talk-shows
like the ever famous ‘Oprah Winfrey’ show drum
into us everyday. Self-help books and movies
repeat this theme over and over again. Yet, as
Malayalee youths we battle with the other half of
our conscience; the values and traditions that we
have been brought up with, by our parents and
grandparents. Hands up those of you who have
heard our parents gossip about “...so-and-so’s son
or daughter who married Chinese and how their
parents were devastated but they could not do
anything about it...” Chances are almost all of us
have heard that one before. Consciously or
unconsciously, we realize what is hoped of us
when it comes down to the matters of the heart.
So we feel trapped when we find ourselves not
fulfilling what is considere d the ideal of a typical
Malayalee boy or girl, to get attached to a fellow
Malayalee of the same jati (caste).

Another area where youths generally face a
dilemma is when it comes down to communication,
especially with the older generation. The most
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obvious reason for this is that English and Tamil
or Malay are the only languages most of my peers
are comfortable with; English because of its
prevalent usage in Singapore, and Tamil/Malay
because those are the choices of Malayalee youths
when it comes to learning second language in
school. Most of us understand Malayalam but the
problem comes when we are faced with a situation
where we have to converse in the language,
especially to the older generation who are most
comfortable with Malayalam or to our relatives
when we make our once-in-while visits to Kerala.
| know of friends who refuse to head down to
Kerala with their family during vacation breaks
because of this language barrier. This fortunately
is an area where an effort can be made to actually
learn the language but many friends have
questioned the rationale behind this. Their
rationale is this: Why learn the language when we
never use it? Our parents do not converse with us
in Malayalam, and we never need to use it amongst
friends either.

At this juncture, | have a confession. Once upon
a time, | too upheld this rationale. | never made
any effort to speak or write Malayalam. My
grandparents, | remember, made one last
desperate bid 7 years ago to get me to open my
mouth and roll out some Malayalam but gave up
after that. Whenever | head down to Kerala to visit
my relatives, | call it my “Silent Week”. This is the
only time anyone would catch me silent. | swear it
was my parents’ way of getting back at me for, all
the numerous teasing and complaining they had
to put up with during the year. However, now at a
much older age of 20, | yearn for a sense of identity.
In this fast-paced world, |, and most of my peers
as well, feel very much part of this wired world
which however great it is, has robbed us of a
distinct identity. This world has made us faceless.

Youths and in particular Malayalee youths are
faced with dilemmas such these throughout our lives.
As much as it is necessary to be part of the rat-
pack, it is also necessary to hang to our traditions, if
anything else at least to get a sense of balance in
our lives, embracing both the old and the new. | have
embraced the new but the old, well, I'm learning, but
| will get there. What about you?
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Albert Einstein said * We owe a lot to the Indians, who taught us how to count, without
which no worthwhile scientific discovery could have been made.”
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An international Indian

By Soumya Poduval, Sec |, Cedar Girls Secondary School

The drums were loud and the music melodious.
The costumes were rich and bright and colourful.
My cousin was performing the part of King Nala. It
was wonderful and | was completely lost in it. | was
at my grandmother’s 80th birthday, and we were
having a kathakali program at night. As the dancers
gracefully moved their hands and beautifully conveyed
the emotions, | wished | could learn this beautiful
form of dance.

| have never lived in India. In fact though | am an
Indian | have spent only one-sixth of my life in India.
And that was when | was a baby and hardly remember
anything about those days. My memories of India have
been collected during my holidays there. However, |
feel that living in different countries has been a
wonderful experience for me as it provided me with
valuable insight on different cultures and friends in
different countries. It has exposed me a great deal
to different countries, food and festivals.

| went to Dubai in the United Arab Emirates, when
| was around 2'/2 years old. | have never actually
thought about the differences between Dubai and
Singapore. | have just followed the routine, never
thought the visit vast differences between the two
countries.

Dubai and Singapore are as different as two
countries can be. On the one hand, Dubai is dry.
Rugged deserts, hot air and magnificent camels stare
at me in the face. On the Singapore’s hot, humid
climate and lush greenery possess their own unique
charm.

| was in Dubai for 6 years. | don’t recall many
things. The names of places. The little Arabic | had
picked up.They help form some images though the
vivid details aren’t there. However, | have many fond
memories too, small, everyday things which hardly
matter, but matter all the same. Riding with my father
in our white Toyota Corola, going to buy a box of
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Quality Street chocolates from a nearby shop,
watching Cinderella in school during the music
period. Then there was the Arabic teacher | was
perpetually scared of. Dubai also had beautiful
beaches with blue calm waters and long stretches of
golden sand. Dubai was also a very convenient place.
Since the heat was unbearable, we had an air-con in
the whole house.VVe would switch it on before going
out, and the room would be a cool paradise upon
coming back.There were many Indians, to the extent
that even some of the locals spoke Hindi or
Malayalam!

In the height of summer we all would leave Dubai
for India where the monsoon rains would have cooled
the earth. The holidays were brief, yet extremely
enjoyable.The fresh uniqueness of India is something
| always enjoy after the monotony of everyday life,
which usually includes shuttling between school and
home. The liveliness and the sense of fun in India
even on a normal day is overwhelming.

Singapore, where | have been staying for the past
six years,opened up an entirely different kind of world
to me. Singapore is a remarkable cultural hub. Ve
can learn about so many different cultures, hear so
many different languages, it is a whiff of fresh air. In
its own sense, Singapore is a very comfortable place.
Though cars are extremely expensive, the public
transport is convenient, punctual and reliable. Besides,
the shopping malls and the library are great! Another
thing | really like about Singapore is that the people
are so friendly. There have been many accounts on
which people have helped me with a smile even
though they needn’t have done so. '

| think living in India, Dubai and Singapore has
enriched me beyond what any textbook ever can.
There is a piece of each country in me, which | will
always treasure and which makes me what | am - an
international Indian.
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My Singapore

By Priyanka Menon, Sec 2, Payalebar Methodist Girls School

From a small fishing village, we have risen to a great nation like this. We never had democracy or freedom.
But we longed for it. Different flags flew in Singapore, the British flag under colonial rule and Japanese flag
during the war. When war and suffering came, we suffered, and after that we drew the British off the island of
ours. We were alone to face all odds but soon we merged with Malaysia, joined as one. But as friends
disagree, we parted. Singapore was left alone to find her destiny. We wanted to form a government. Some
wanted a democratic country while others wanted a communist state. Soon PAP won the election and became
our government, Yusof Ishak was our first President. Our forefathers paid the price and now the future is in our
hands.

The far sightedness of our government and a hard working people made this nation of ours from nothing
to one of the world’s leading nations.

Our stable economy, public housing, health care, transport, education, law and order, technology and
trade and industry are among the best in the world. Many countries are trying to follow our footsteps. We
have come this far by ourselves and now we have to look into the future.

Looking into the crystal ball | can see that the future is not a straight road, to get there we must all work
together to seek our dreams. We must be ready to accept and overcome any challenges and make Singapore
a global city forever.

Singapore Then and Now

By Kiran Varma, Sec 1, Victoria School

While packing things for moving house, an old trunk in the corner of the store caught my attention. Just
out of curiousity, I opened the trunk and stumbled across an old dairy, that had once belonged to my grandfather.
Here I have rephrased and exposed the precious content to you.

Greenery everywhere the eye laid. Once in a while, a village came into sight, most being close to water
source, probably for water, food and transport. Fishermen could be seen fishing and some repairing torn nets
under the scorching afternoon sun. Some children strolled along the beach in search of seashells while some
others, who simply could not endure the heat, were pooling off lazily in the water. As evening approached, the
temperature decreased gradually. While some men went inland to hunt, the sea was packed with fishermen
trying their luck. Meanwhile, the children ran around the beach screaming at the top of their voices and having
a time of their lives. All in all, it seemed a peaceful life. Everything was simply peaceful.

Flipping a few pages, he had written how the Japanese ill-treated the prisoners and other civilians. Everyorne
was unhappy under the Japanese rule and people who were rebellious against them were tortured by their
cruel and unjust master. There was very little food to choose from, tapioca and millet. The Japanese had the
privilege of eating meat and consuming expensive wine.

He, like others, was always afraid and prayed very hard for the British to defeat and send the Japanese back.
He felt that if we had been independent in the first place, we could have armed ourselves better instcad of
being dependent on the British.

Noise of children playing, teleported me from my dream world and I looked out of the window, to see
some children playing along the corridor across my flat. Now everything looks and feels different. High-rised
apartments and other offices have replaced old kampong houses. Amidst the crowded new and some old
buildings, we still can see enough greenery, appealing for our eyes.

Singapore has now transformed into a highly technological centre. It serves as a regional “Hub” for financial,
medical and cultural activities. It welcomes foreign talents enabling itself to scale greater heights. Now life is very
comfortable and peaceful here, a place where different races achieve their ambitions and goals as one nation.

One People, One Nation, One Singapore!
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Kerala, my home

By Jithan Varma, P 5 Rosyth School

In the early morning, the golden sun and its rays brighten up  irregularly along the coast, offering hours of pleasant boating
my day. In this long strip of enchanting land which is tucked  amidst enchanting scenery.
away in the south-western edge of India, you always wake up to As far back as the third century BC, Egyptians, Chinese and
the spectacular view of the paddy fields and houses with bullock ~ Babylonians had trade relations with Kerala. The Portuguese led
carts and people delivering goods such as milk, cheese and by Vasco-da-Gamalanded at Calicut in 1498 AD. Later the Dutch,
yogurt. This beautiful land lies between the vast Arabian Seain  the French and the British came to its shores.
the west and the high western ghats in the east. These landscapes Christianity, Judaism and Islam found their way into Kerala. A
are enjoyed by the vibrant, tolerant and innocent people of Kerala.  tolerant people welcomed them. This resulted in a happy exchange
The tall exotic coconut palm dominates Kerala's landscape.  of ideas and a blending of various cultural streams in Kerala.

It is also believed that Kerala got its name from the coconut palm The capital of Kerala is Trivandrum, the anglised form of
“keram”. According to a legend, the land was a gift from  “Thiru Anantha Puram”, the city of the divine serpent “Anantha”.
Parasurama, one of the ten incarnations of Lord Vishnu, who Another aspect of Kerala is the dancing form called

threw his battle axe into the blue sea, to atone for his sins of  “Kathakali”. The temples where you could dance are beautifully
slaying generations of “Kshatriyas”. That caused the seatorecede, carved and colourfully painted. The crown, mask and the

and created a mass of land now known as Kerala. costumes make Katahkali great and beautiful. You need a lot of
There are also three types of geographical regions in Kerala, practice to conduct a good performance of “Katahkali”.
namely the mountain region, the midlands and the coastal area. So, as you see, Kerala has many reasons to be visited. All of

Kerala is a land of rivers and backwaters. The longest riveris “the  you reading this must be feeling the urge to go to Kerala this
Bharathappuzha”. The backwaters form an attractive feature of  very moment, just like me.
Kerala. They include lakes and ocean inlets which stretches Kerala, “God’s own Country”.

)

In Search of Mahabali in Singapore

By E Shailaja Nair

Onam has always been a busy day for us. Growing up in the Indian capital of New Delhi, Onam was never a holiday for
my sister and 1. Onam morning was even more hectic than usual with the three of us rushing for our ritual baths. Then,
donning our school uniforms we would hurry off to the balcony to make the pookalam. Then gulp down breakfast and
make a 100-metre dash to the bus stop for the school bus. We only real drew breath once we were on the bus. Phew!

The festive spirit of Onam would only seep in when we returned in the afternoon and wore our new clothes and set
down to a scrumptious lunch served by our mother on banana leaves in the traditional way. This was when our parents
would tell us of the Onam of their childhood - the long holiday, the fun of playing with numerous cousins and the long
leisurely lunches served in the tharavad.

When I moved to Singapore with my husband I felt a sense of loss. Here, who would celebrate Onam in the traditional
style, like the one I had been used to back home in Delhi? We did not even know that many Malayalis. So we would not
even have a get-together.

I longed for those fun and games of Onam celebrations as interpreted by the hundreds of Malayali associations that dot
every nook and corner of Delhi. Oh, for that tug-of-war, that Kaikottikali dance by the mothers and older sisters, the
Tambola before the main function began, even the jokes made by the old president at which the adults gave polite smiles
and children uncomprehending looks.

But before I was totally lost in the valley of woe and nostalgia, came a saviour in the form of an old friend of my
husband’s. It began with a dinner and ended with a coupon for an Onam lunch at a local school.

“There will be traditional Kerala food,” said one man at the table. “There will be games and races for children,” said a
young mother. “You will meet a number of local Malayali families,” said another gentleman.

I'just let all the statements flow over me. This was just like home, I could close my eyes and think myself back in India.

For the first time since I came to Singapore, I felt a sense of belonging. Yes, I would certainly attend the Onam
celebrations. But, could we give the boring jokes a miss? Only a thought, mind you.

Mrs E Shailaja Nair is a journalist who moved to Singapore five months ago with her husband.
She works with The New Paper, a daily newspaper published by Singapore Press Holdings.
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DON’T LOSE OUT!

The Malayalee community in Singapore should gear up for
the Infocommunications Society

By Laina Raveendran Greene

I thought I could share with you my thoughts on the
Net Economy and entrepreneurship, issues that are close
to my life and that everyone seems to be talking about.
In fact, I felt that this topic would be timely given the
recent policies of the Singapore government regarding
the new Infocommunications Industry and
Technopreneurship.

The Singapore government recently announced
Infocomm 21, which is their blueprint for “harnessing
information communication technologies for national
competitiveness and improving our quality of life. The
blueprint articulates the vision, goal and strategies that
would facilitate the development of our infocomm
industry over the next five years, and move Singapore
intothe ranks of ‘first world economies’ of the Net age.”
(See www.ida.gov.sg for more details) The vision of
Infocomm 21 is to see “Singapore as a dynamic and
vibrant Infocomm Capital with a prosperous Net
Economy and thriving Infosociety.”

What does this all mean to you and me? The Net
economy- what is that? The old economy - what is that?
Well in an oversimplified way, the Net economy or
sometimes equated with the Information Age or
knowledge based society, is an online world impacted
by the Internet, where wealth is created largely through
access, sharing and the use of information such as seen
in the financial markets, e-commerce companies, etc. The
old economy on the other hand, sometimes equated with
the industrial age, is a very “physical” world where wealth
is created from natural resources and businesses are
“brick and mortar” companies such as manufacturing
firms. The Internet has truly globalised our economy and
made commerce online more pervasive, global and
economical. Just using the Internet internally in your
company, for communications, back office processes,
without needing to do e-commerce has huge potential
for companies.

Many of us think of the Internet as a computer
connection that allows us to do e-mail (where we keep
in touch with our friends), watch exciting websites, have
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interesting conversations in chat rooms, etc. Besides these
uses, the Internet is also a powerful tool for business.
Businesses find that they save millions of dollars doing
business online. More importantly, businesses that would
never have survived in a “brick and mortar world” such
as Amazon.com have entered the business world globally
in a big way. Companies that used to only sell locally, can
now service global clients. It is the power to use the
Internet as a tool for business, for government, for
education, for the betterment of life, etc. that is truly
revolutionary. Having used the Internet since 1989 myself,
I have come to depend on it for personal and business
communications. In fact, the Internet was the reason I was
able to run my business in Singapore and survive
successfully servicing clients globally. This is a new
economy where even small players can go global and new
business ideas have a chance to survive. Entrepreneurship,
with new and exciting ideas has found a new place in the
world. This new Net economy or New economy has been
the topic of excitement over the last few years, including
by Mr John Chambers, the CEO of Cisco Systems.

The Singapore government in its efforts to ensure that
Singapore does not lose out in this new
Infocommunciations revolution, has outlined many goals
to achieve this vision, and large amount of resources have
been set aside. The Technopreneurship Fund, for example,
to help fund startup companies in the Infocommunications
sector amounts to about S$1 billion. In January 2 1st 2000,
the government announced it was liberalizing the
telecommunications industry in Singapore to help develop
Singapore as an Infocomm hub. Later, on the 1st March,
the government announced another goal to “Dotcom the
People Sector”, where a fund of S$25 milllion has been
set aside to foster an e-lifestyle and bridge the divide
between those who have computers or access to the
Internet, and those who do not. On the 4th March, the
government announced that plans to help nurture a
netsavvy workforce, including a S$20 million manpower
conversion fund, attract and retain foreign talent and to
make Singapore an e-learning hub. On the 6th June, the
government announced its plans to “Dotcom the public
sector” where public services will go online (e.g. tax
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filings, etc) and hopes to be the best e-government in the
world. Lastly on 1st August, the government announced
its plans to “Dotcom the private sector”, to help develop
Singapore as a trusted hub for dotcoms and for e-
commerce, including broad base outreach programs to
local SMEs through PSB. Interestingly, Singapore has
identified anchor countries to help them reach this goal,
which include India, Taiwan, and Korea.

How can we as a Malayalee community benefit from
all this? Well, in my humble opinion, I think we should
stand up and take advantage of these programs. More
importantly, however, I think we also need to change our
mindset. Many may see the need to keep up with the Info
communications industry as a means for their children to
get good jobs. There is really more to it than that. Being a
highly literate society, Malayalees tend to raise their
children to go to a good school, get good grades, and then
go get a job either with the government or with a big
multinational company. These are good steps since on
graduation we are still without much experience.
However, staying as an employee forever for job security,
retirement benefits, etc, may not be the way to go in the
future. At least not when such securities may no longer
exist, and everyone around you are grabbing new
opportunities opened though this new economy. The
Singapore government is committed to see this New
Infocommunications Society happen, and I think as
Singaporean Malayalees we should be at the forefront of
this.

This is an age of constant learning and you must be
able to explore new opportunities such as being an
entrepreneur yourself or support others with creative ideas.
A book I would like to share with you is “Rich Dad, Poor
Dad” by Robert T Kiyosaki. He writes about how most
of us are raised to think that we can only be employees
for the rest of our lives. Most of us therefore remain in
this vicious circle of debt as we buy our house, cars, etc,
and don’t even learn how to make our monies grow. He
feels that financial management and ideas of business
management should be part of our education both at home
and at school from a very early age. This will not only

give us the tools we need if we decide to become
entrepreneurs, but also enable us to manage our lives and
monies to be successful even if we remain employees. He
describes these different stages of our lives. Some of us
remain as employees. Others gain enough experience as
employees, and then become self-employed (e.g. as a
consultant, a lawyer or dentist in private practice). Being
self-employed has its challenges and gains, but the
business is still dependent on you. In other words if
something happens to you, you will not be able to continue
the business. The next goal therefore is to start an
independent business. Here is where the business can
continue even without you. Finally, vou will reach a stage
where you become an investor in other businesses
yourself.

I am not advocating that everyone becomes an
entrepreneur. It takes creativity, dedication, courage to face
failure and a passionate belief in your business to survive
as an entrepreneur. If you are not of that character type,
you may want to stay away from this path. What I am
saying is that there may be many of you out there who
would make great entrepreneurs, but may never have
considered it given your upbringing. I myself would never
have conceived the idea of being a businesswoman myself
if I had not lived overseas. | saw many other women
running businesses and thought I should try it. I started
off as a self-employed consultant and now run an
independent business. I am sure there are many more like
me out there in our community and I would like to
encourage you on. We have many other Malayalees who
are venturing into this field, and it would be good for the
Kerala Association to highlight them so that our young
Malayalees can have examples to follow. I truly believe
that entrepreneurship is the most empowering tool for an
individual’s growth, especially in a world that may seem
to have so many limiting factors. I truly hope that the
Kerala Association and other Indian organizations, look
into these Infocommunications and
Technoprenuership programs offered by the government
and see how the youth of today can benefit from them.
Thank you for allowing me to share some of my
perspectives with you.

various
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TRANSLITERATION OF MALAYALAM

Problems and Solutions
M. K. Bhasi

In a new awakening for the search of one’s own roots and culture, language has become a key factor. In
Singapore content, even though Malayalees from the second largest group among the Indian minorities, we
have still no long-term plans for promoting our language.

| strongly feel that the response from our children to do Malayalam as a second language in school is not likely
to be encouraging. We should aim to make the learning of Malayalam not as an examination subject but as an
essential link to our cultural heritage. Our aim is not to turn our children to poets and novelists in Malayalam; we
just want them to understand the language, converse and if possible to read simple, original works in their
mothertongue. .

The transliteration of Malayalam into English will go a long way to make it easier for correct pronunciation at the
early stages of mastering the language assuming our children are sufficiently proficient in English.

The present romanised way of transliteration is far from satisfactory. This is because of the fact that a number of
Malayalam characters with slight difference in sound could not be equessed correctly by using the English

alphabet. As an example, take the word “crooeggnmg" We write it either Sakuntala (mo&gmm) or Shankuntala

(1) DE] I omoce:érmel) because we don’t have English characters to differentiate between “ov" and "ca"

and between “el" and “a". The same problem we face with ‘@, Lo, @, wands, 0, AW, ",

Therefore a few modifications are necessary and a few rules to be remembered and followed consistently. This
article is an attempt at such a modification.

Transliterations — What is it ?

Expressing the words of one language in the alphabetic characters of another language is known as
transliteration. A number of languages use English alphabets instead of their own. A good and successful
example is the Malay language, which uses English instead of Arabic. Malay has made certain adjustments and
rules to implement this successfully. We need different modifications to suit our language so that the different
shades of Malayalam sounds could be written correctly.

Some Rules to Follow

In our attempt to translate Malayalam, the following rules have to be followed consistently to avoid confusion :

1. One alphabet will represent only one sound
Avoid diacritical marks (marks or pointers attached to letters to indicate differences of sound) as far as
possible.

3. Computer / typewriter keyboards should be able to handle all the characters.

4. For combined letters, the rule must be consistent. For example, if we use “j" for “e", “nj" for “em” , then, ‘s’

sm" should be “jnj".

iy

5. “y" should never be used to indicate "@0 " sound; "y" should only represent “a» “. For "e0" sound, always

[T

use “i".
For long vowels, use the same character twice. For example

[T

=uan and @ ||=uaau

@



Some Advantages

1. ltis possible to use the computer / typewriter keyboard for all characters.

2. Only 15 vowels and 43 consonants are needed.

3. Only 11 of these characters need diacritical marks — 7 need apostrophe. 2 need fullstop and one needs
underline.

4. There will be accuracy in pronunciation.

Conclusion

I am indebted to Dr. J. V. Vilanilam, the former Vice-chancellor of the University of Kerala for his article in
Malayalam on the same topic.

A complete chart of all the required alphabets is given separately for easy reference and practice (see next

page).

=
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KERALA

Where age halts.
But the fun never stops.

There's only one place where a holiday won't tire you out: Kerala. Fact is, a holiday here not

only revitalises but it could halt the ageing process! You see, Kerala is home to Ayurveda, a

vedic science that fine tunes the mind, body and soul into perfect harmony. Using herbal and
food therapies, it puts back the body's health, strength, peace and confidence you thought was lost through stress. Discover this

amazing therapy at Kovalam, one of India's finest beach destinations.

Unless of course, you'd prefer to experience Kerala's other adventures. Each as inviting and captivating as the other like taking a
sail boat ride through one of the state's 42 rivers. Touring temples such as Guruvayoor, where its said Lord Brahma comes down

to pray. Visiting breathtakingly beautiful hillstations. Fishing for trout or souvenirs or spices. Indeed, Kerala offers so much.

But the best reason to holiday here is to discover the greatest thing of all: yourself.

For travel services, call your travel agent.

For further information contact: Explore

2 " —
Government Of India Tourist Office imbi /
# 01-01A. United House 20, Kramat Lane, Singapore 228773. Tel : 65-235 3800 Fax : 65-235 8677 L4 A

Email: tourgoito.sing@pacific.net.sg. Website: www.tourisminindia.com. ' Millennivm Year




